CHUONG MUOI SAU

I

me trdi trong xanh, mdi mot géc phuong

dong ryc ddé, vung thdi duong 10 dan sau
ring xanh kéo dai trong lan suong mdng, bdo
higu mdt ngay dep.

Tran Dinh cho xe chay t8c dd trung binh
¢6 ¥ danh cho mgi ngudi thudng thdc vé dep
binh minh, hit thé thodi mdi khong khi trong
lanh sdng sdm. Anh sin sang nhudng dudng cho
xe sau ting lic vugt qua. Chigc Bel-air kifu mdi
clia anh, mau xanh nudc bién, ldng xe qud rong,
chic thodi mdi ddi vdi dan My cao ldn, nhung
véi nguyi Viét lai thua thii, cing c6 chd bAt
tién. Vd ngdi canh Tran Dinh & biang trudc
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khong nghe ré ti€ng chuyén trd ctia Bach Huong,
Ninh Pa ngbdi sdt gh€ sau. P4a mft nim nay Vi
thudng xuyén theo vg chdng Dinh di nghi cubi
tuan tai Long Hai hoic Ving Tau, mbi thdng
hay thiang rudi mot [in theo djnh ky tiu vién
duong sau mdi chuyén di Huong Cang trd ve,
mi Dinh ]a thuygn trudng. Cing khoang thsi
gian nay, Bach Huong da h&t mic cam véi cod
“me tAy” - cdi tén nang gdn cho Phu Ninh Da,
mdi khi néi chuyén vdi chdng. Nang di kin ddo
do xét quan hé gita Vd va cd gdi, xde nhan ci
hai khéng h& vi pham dao ddc sinh hoat, d6i
x¢ bing tinh anh em két nghia rdt minh bach.
Td chd nghi ngs, lanh nhat, d6n nay Bach
Hudng lai thuong mé&n Ninh Pa hon ai hét, quan
tAm sin séc c6 gdi c6 mot qud khu khoén khé
chdng khic em ru6t cia minh. Nang budc Vi
phdi dua Ninh Pa cung di nghi médt cudi tuln,
dé nang c6 ban. V6i ho that la vd6 tu, hanh
phic. Nhung véi Vd, anh rdt it ¢é duge ngiy
nghi tron ven. Vi dua diu vao thinh gh& nhdm
mdt chim trong suy tu, khi diu éc khong nging
hoat dong, tiung lic phadi tinh todn cdng viée
chi ly, x&p lai mdt cdch hé thdng nhing bién
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dong quan trong nhit ¢ mign Nam trong hai
nim qua, lo phuc vu cho t8t yéu cau cdp thiét
cia Trung tdm md anh c¢é nhi¢ém vu phai bdo
cdo gip...

.. K& ti khi dai s¢ My Dierbrow va dai
td CIA Colby cé trung td Conein phu téd trd lai
Sai Gon nhan chudc thay th€ nhidng tén cim
diu cd, mitn Nam véi hai nim bi&n ddng khéng
nging, Vi phai h&t sic vAt vd dé bdm sdt moi
dién bién cda tinh hinh. Nha Trdng dénh gi4
dudng 18i ci da 16i thdi, khdng dat hidu qua
mong mudn, cin cudp thdi gian tranh thd lam
thay déi t{rdr’xg quan lyc lugng vdi cdng san bing
sdch luge mdi. Vdi sich luge nay, Téng théng
My c6 thé khéng chid quan, tin § tudng Lansdale
ddi s 'dung anh em Nhu-Diém loai dugec thyc
lyc clda 6ng ban dong minh Phdp ra khéi vong
" chién, va cudi cing, thu gon s§ tri thic nhin
si con vong Phidp va manh ludi mang mau sdc
“kh6i dan chd” dé s dung hofic vd hiégu héa
khi cin. Nhu vy, CIA da hoan thanh k& hoach
md dudng cho My xam nhidp mign Nam Viét
Nam, tryc ti€p bién manh dit nay thanh cin
ct quin sy, ding véi danh nghia “Tién don tai
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vang bién cudng cia My & Déng Nam A”.
Ban thin Diém ngay ti chuyén qua My di
nhén thdc duge y dd cia Nha Tring. My khong
thé vi mét ngudi chju dé vuit khéi tay cdi mit
xich mign Nam Vigt Nam trong hé théng mit
xich ving Ddng Nam A. Diém khéng con chd
quan dé médi mo hd tin vio quydn uy cda 6ng,
khi téng théng Einsenhower trung di bing cd
ching minh éng dang bj da s§ dan ching chéng
d6i. D4y la nguyén nhan bupc Digm phai chdp
nhan nhing didu kién, trong dé cé didu kién
mé rfng cda dén hang van c6 vAn quin sy
“nhap ndi” tryc ti€p nhan trich nhiém cdu vin
tinh hinh. D&i lai, chinh phi Hoa Ky vin gi®
16i cam ké&t, bao v& sy nghiép cdia éng va ci
gia dinh 6ng! Mgt cufc mic cd hoan todn danh
cho téng théng Vigt Nam Coéng Hoa tu can nhic,
O0ng Diém dd thuc thoi chon 14y chi mot 14
phidu cda My cé sdc ning bing cid miy trigu
ct tri, ma bdn nidm trudc 6ng di cé dé chién
thing Bao Pai. Ong Diém khéng gian ve 15i
trdch ci cda 6ng Nhu, nhung 6ng budn vd 16i
suy luin chd quan cda em 6ng, cho ring Hoa
Ky trudec sau vAn budc phai trg gidp Viet Nam
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Cong Hoa di manh lam lyc lugng xung kich
cho My chién ddu chdng cdng san, bdo vé¢ quydn
Igi cho chinh ho ¢ khu vyc Thdi Binh Duong.
Riéng ong, chua quén vy My trdng trgn tréd mat
hdt chin ngudi ban ddng minh Phdp di phai
d§ mdu & Vigt Nam cho quyén Igi ctia My! Tuy
viy O0ng vln cin dén khid ning chinh trj cda
ngudi em nhdm bd dip nhugc diém vén cé cia
minh, nhung 6ng Diém khéng con dit hé&t tin
tudng vao Nhu nhu trude. Qua sy kign niy 6ng
dd thdy r6 em 6ng chua d4 sau sic.

Téng théng Diém qua r4t lo budn khi budc
phai danh quy&n chd déng cho t4p dodn c8 v&n
My dang chuyén ti giai doan dfu tranh chinh
tri qua bao luc quin sy CIA, vdi dai td Colby
dd phan bs thudc vién, truc ti€p chi dao hoic
gidn ti€p tirng budc ndm chic nhidu tay sai trd
nén trung thanh va dic dung, thay vi trudc day
chi ndm mdt minh Dié¢m. Nhing Trin Kim Tuy&n
tin cidy bic nh&t cia Nhu, di bi m4t gin bé
vdi Colby, dai +i D& M4u tung 1a tay chin s6ng
chét cGa twag théng Diém, di thuc thoi hgp tdc
vdi Conein, Duong Van Hi&u, trudng doan cong
tdc mat vy cda C4n mdi phdi vao Sai Gon tr¢
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lye cho Nhu, di phyc vy cho CIA sau lung chd.
Tung loat s1 quan cdc cdp trong quan d0i Sai
Gon duge CIA tuyén chon dua sang Dai Loan,
Phi Luit Tan va c3 Hoa Ky hufn luyén nghiép
vy, nhung thyc chit di dugc dao tao thanh
nhing cdng sy trung thanh vdi chi My.

Anh em 6ng Diém khéng thdy dugc hét,
nhung cing di y thude dugc dan din, bi&t minh
khoéng con doc quygn lién hé vdi Hoa Ky va
cing khéng thé nidm chic duge 16ng trung thanh
cia s§ tay chdn cong sy. DS 1a méi nguy hiém
d6i diu, budc Nhu phai cap t8c lap riéng mét
lyc lugng dic biét, giao cho La Quang Tung bi
mét chi huy, cing mot h¢ thdng dan 4p quy
mod, khoa hoc, ddng by nhim thue hign quéc
sich “t§ cdng, diet cfng”.

bbdng bao midn Nam rung minh ghé¢ s¢ méi
khi nhic @&n céc dja didm: P.42, b6t Ngo Quyen,
Hang Keo, Trai Cay Mai, b&n Van bon, L& Van
Duygt... cd chuc 16 tra t4n giét ngudi ngay trong
Sai Gon Ch¢ Ldn, chua ké nhing “md chén
ngudi” bi mat moc 1&n nhan nhan & cdc tinh
va thanh ph6 khic.
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Chinh sdch bao lyc di bdi den hoc thuyét
nhan vj cia ch& d¢ Digm. Ca My lin Di¢m déu
thdy r6 trigu ching dd v4, dan ching mit long
tin, nghi ngd ty do nhan quyén, ngudi ta phdt
hién nhing ban tay sit cia CIA, cia Nhu mic
du di duge boc nhung khd ky.

Pé ctu van tinh th&, cdc c§ vidn Hoa Ky
dua mdt doan chuyén gia Dai Loan vao Sai Gon
. trudng doan’ 13 chiu dsi 72 cda Khéng Phu
T&, nhim giip chinh phi Diém phyc hdi hoc
thuyét Khéng-Manh. S§ gido su tim 1y xd hoi
cia phAn vién dai hoc Michigan da xdc dinh:
chin muoi phin trim ngudi Viét Nam théim
nhuan dao ly Khéng-Manh va coi diy la nn
tdng chan chinh, la ¥ thic hg chéng cong!

Téng théng Di¢m giao cho s8 ddng vién
«Can lao” ldo thanh tin ciy nhu: Nguyén Tréc,
Ha Huy Liém, V6 Van Trung.. cfp téc thanh
lap ngay Hdi Khéng hoc Viét Nam. Ong ta dich
than d&n tham dy 18 ra mit cda Hoi va ban loi
huffn to: “truyen ba hoc thuyét Khdng Manh dé

gido dyc din ching la dieu tam ddc dai vdi
t6i!”. D6i véi nhém “Tam huyst”, dai td DS Mau
cho d6 1a tridu chuing cléa sy thanh cong cia
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nhém, ong ta d& nghj dua hét lyc lugng Iong
vao Hoi Khéng hoc, dya vio t8 chic hgp phdp
ndy dé dé dang hoat dong.

Nim sfu trong hiu trudng sin kh&u chinh
tri Sai Gon, Vi c¢6 didu kién khai thic khd siu
nhing 4m muu thi doan clia My - Diém, hidu
r6 nhing miu thudn ngi tai cda ching. Qua tai
ligdu cia S& mat vy, anh con bist duge nhidng
tén thit vad sy hy sinh to 16n cla chidn si va
dong bao ta trong giai doan khéc liét nay. Ngay
trong nganh tinh bdo n¢i thanh, s§ dién dai
lién tuc bj dich phét hién, phuong tién bj ma4t,
nhidu dong chi di anh ddng hy sinh.

Pba mdt nam nay, Trung tAm chi thi cho
Vi hdy bé hé théng “hép thu” trong pham vi
Sai Gon, xay dyng hg théng “hop thu” mdéi @
VL’mg’Tz‘n{, Long Hai. D&i véi Vi, phai di xa Sai
Gbﬁn dé lién hé vdi hop thu qud khong it nguy
hiém: Lyc lugng CIA ph6i hgp v3i t8 chic mat
VU nguyy quygn rdi khdp cdc diu méi giao thﬁn.g,
Ching soi méi, rinh md t¥ cdch sinh hoat dén
sy di chuyén cia bit ky ngudi nio cé it nhidu
hién tugng nghi ngs. Bon ching khéng tin ai
mdt cdch miu quing du ngusi d6 & vj tri tin
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cdy hay & chic vu cao. Hon ai hé&t, Vi hiu
tam quan trong cua khau giao lién tinh bdo
nhung day cing la diém y&u cda ta ddng thoi
la muyec tiéu chd yfu ma ké dijch rdt quan tdm
d€ tim ra ddu m6i. Song Vi da chdp nhan chia
xé ph‘én.nguy khé cho minh.

Anh di tim dugc mdt “vd boc” cé thé che

midt nhing ké td0 mo nhit: Dya vao nhing dgt -
nghi cudi tulin véi vg chdng Tran Dinh, c¢é Pha

Ninh DPa ciung di dé lién hé véi “hop thu”.
Khong mdt ai nghi ngd nhdng ngudi ngdi trong
chiéc Belair 19ng 1y kia: mot cidp v¢ chdng, mot
dsi tinh nhaAn dang hdo hudc di “ddi gis”, sau
moét thyi gian lam viéc cing thdng. VA ngay ba
ngudi ban than cda anh cing ngdi trong xe lic
ndy cing khéng mdt ai bift ring, bén canh ho
1a mot cdn bd tinh bdo cdch mang ma diu éc
chi ban bju d&n ngudn tin ma anh ta sip chuyén
vé cd quan Trung tdm. Ngudn tai lidu anh via
thu lugm dugc hét sic quy gid, nhung né sé
trd thanh vd dung néu khéng chuyén kip dén
cAp trén khi né con gid tri thoi gian...

Chiéc xe Belair khéng tang tdc d4, chay
ém nhu ru trén con dudng nhya phing ly. Phia
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bing sau, Bach Hudng vid Ninh DPa vin dang
chuyén trd sd6i néi v&@ mét thoi trang ma ho
quan tam. .Trin Dinh chim chd vao tay Idi,
thinh thodng dua midt sang phia Vi, migng khé
mim cudi khi thdy ban dang lim dim mit dudng
than. -

Tinh cdm nghy cang than thiét gida anh
va Tran Dinh, nhdng chuyén tau vién duong ma
Trin Dinh thudng xuyén sang Hbong Kéng, nai
Linh Phuong dang cing chdng sinh sfng... bdng
lée lén trong anh mdt dy tinh tdo bao. Anh sé
x4y dung mdt dudng day lién lac mdi vdi Ha
N¢i qua Tran Dinh va Linh Phuong, digu nay
c6 thé giip anh khic phuc dugce tinh trang giao

thong lién lac khé khin vdi trung tidm, ma anh

tin tudng ring sé dugc lanh dao chdp nhan.

Lic 4y, Vi cing dang néng long, chi muén
két thdic sdm ngiy nghi dé tré vé Sai Gon. T6i
mai anh ¢d cufc gip mit vdi Hoang Hd, thu ky
toa soan bdo Thoi Luin, 4y vién thu ky thudng
tryc kh&i “Dan chi” cia Phan Quang Didn.

it 1au nay, Va dd st dyng bdo “Sinh Lyc”
cia nhém “TAm huy8t” vi€t bai hudng ung, kin
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ddo nhung manh din, quan diém chéng ddi cia
tudin bdo “Théi Luan” 12 ¢d quan ngdn luin cda
Phan Quang Ddn, ¢ y d4y t4p doan V& Vian
Trung, D8 Mau, chuyén thanh th& ly khai Nhu
- Diém, nho vay, Vi dia tao dugc cdm tinh cida
Hoang Hb. Véi ¥ do rieng Colby da c s8 thude
vién loai tAm c¢d di sit Phan Quang Din, D§
M4u, ra mat d3 dau, khi€n Ng6é Dinh Nhu khdéng
thé manh tay dep hai t& bdo dang mdi lic mét
ting dan luin diéu chéng ddi. Tuy vay, thdy
chd truong d6i dau ché do cda bdo “Thsi Luan”
khong thu hit duge nhigu cay vigt, khéng tao
dugc sy dong tinh clda cdc nhit bdo xuit ban
¢ Sai Gon vi ho s¢ nguy hiém. Vi da goi y,
khuyén Hoang Hd dung tén xin ra td tuin bdo
“Trinh Thdm”, phd hgp vdi anh ta nguyén la
gido su trudng cadnh sit Phdp tai Ba L&, dé quy
tu nha van, ky gia, tao thanh lyc lugng hd trg
cho “Thoi Luin”. Hoang Ho6 han hoan dén nhan
¥y kién, nhy Vi gip by trudng Théng tin Tran
Chanh Thanh vén dong. Chi sau vai thing, td
bdo nghiép vy duy nhit & mién Nam ra doi, cé
ngay s8 doc gid ky lyc. Tu d6 Hoang Ho gin
bé thigt than véi Vi, yéu ciu dugc k&t nghla
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anh em, du hon Vi cd 15 tudi doi, anh ta dat
cho Vd phu trich by phan bién tap cho “Trinh
Tham”.

Biét r6 Hoang H® vdi Phan Quang DPdn vén
la ban hoe, sau nay trd thanh ban tAm giao, Vi
quyét tdm dung anh lam gach néi, tung budc
vin dung cho hai nhém “Can Lao ly khai” cia
V6 Van Trung va nhém “Dan Chu4” cda bdc si
Phan Quang Ddn, tdp hop thanh lyc lugng tuong
d6i cé beé thé, c6 sic manh khd di d8i dau vdi
ché d6 Nhu - Diém.

Vi da thyc hién ding 16i hia véi D8 Mau,
thuyét phuc dugc Tran Kim Tuy&n bi mat Gng
hé nhém “Can Lao ly khai”, 16i kéo khéi “Dan
Chi” dong tAm hgp lye, khién Mau da hét loi
biu duong Vi, danh cho anh sy tin cdy, trong
né dic biét. Anh hudng cda Va khong chi gia
ting trong nhém “Can Lao” V6 Van Trung, ma
con phdt trién trong khsi “Dan Chd” cia Phan
Quang Dédn. Con dudng cdng tdc that nhidu khé

" khan nguy hifm. Vi di diu tu tri tug@ suft thoi

gian, vugt dugec mot ching dudng kha dai, anh
ving tin vao doan cuSi cing tdi dich dang c6
nhigu thuin lgi. Chua lic nido phin khéi nhu
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lic ndy, anh sé dén dat bidn bdo cdo k&t qui
cong tdc trong thdi gian qua vao hfp thu chuyén
vé Trung tam...

Tran Dinh nging xe bén v& dudng, quay
lai bit gip nu cudi trén méi Vi, chgt hdi:

- Cé dieu gi thich thi? Cugi trong lic ngi
phéi 1a mdng dep! '

Vi mé mit nhin 4nh ning ban mai mét
vitng hdng ryc rd, nhan difu thuSc ctia Dinh,
anh vin mo mang trd 1&i ban, cing la néi vdi
chinh minh:

- Ding vdy anh Dinh a. T6i md thiy minh
bi€n thanh mot nghé nhin, ngdm nghia tdc
phdm cda minh sip hoan thanh, 1y thd that.

Xe di dén ngd ba dudng, ré trdi di Long
Hai, chay thing tdi Ving Tau, Dinh rdi xe dén
tram thué nop tién tdm bién. Biang sau, Bach
Hudng, Ninh Da hinh nhu cdn hiang hdi tiép
tuc cau chuyén chua chiu bd d§, ching quan
tdim gi d&n ngoai cdnh. Dinh di trd ve lai, cho

xe ré trdi.
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II

hdi vién dic biet cha dng cd vien Téng

thong Kennedy thujc didng Dan chd Hoa
Ky dén Sai Gon trudec vai ngiy nhan djp 18
Qufc Khdnh 26-10 (nam 1960). Khong phdi la
khich mé&i, cing chua phdi ¢6 chudc quydn gi
trong Tda Bach 6c, vdy ma dai s¢ My tai Nam
Viét Nam ciung dai td chi huy co quan CIA
Colby t6 ra rit tran trong dén ti€p. Ching cé
gi la, khi Kennedy chdn chén sé ngdi trén chifc
gh& Tdng th6ng Hoa Ky chi trong vai thing tdi.

Phdi doan gdm sdu ngudi duge b tr{ &n &
tai tdoa nha s§ 6 dudng Ngoé Thdi Nhiém. Trude
khi dén Viét Nam, trung tAm CIA tai Lengli da
thong bdo cho dai td Colby biét c6 ba nhan vit
chi y&u trong phdi doan: George Ball, Michel
Forrestal va Hilsman s& |2 nhdng vién chuc cAm
diu cg quan d8i ngoai cta téng théng Kennedy
trong tuong lai. Ho dic trdch v& cdc vdn da
Vigt Nam vi Péng Nam A. Phdi doan bi mat
qua Sai Gon, doi 16t du khdch, tdt nhién, khong
dé dy 1& Quéc Khinh cla Viet Nam Cong Hoa,

323



nhiém vy chinh cda he la tifp xdc vdi cde nhan
vt cAm diu cdc cd quan quian sy, chinh trj cda
My dang hoat dong tai Sai Gon, dé nghién ciu
tinh hinh Nam Vigt Nam tai ché. Tda Dai sd,
cd quan CIA va cdc tudng td chi huy c6 vén
quin sy My tai day, hifu ngdm rlng, phdi doan
dic nhigm cdia Kennedy c6 quygn quyét dinh ve
dia vi, chuc quygn tuong lai cia ho, nén hau
hé&t nhing vién chic dugc moi dén ti€p xic déu
c¢6 thdi d6 than trong,‘d\ing myc, khong khdc
gi gip gd cdc nhan vat duong quydn.

H6m nay, theo chuong trinh da sip dat,
phdi dodn lam vidc vdi ti€n si Grore va Huss
Colquyver.

Trong cin phong ldn, cda yém kinh mg,
c6 mdy didu hoa, dd tién nghi cho mét vin
phong lam viéc, mdy ghi &m, dién thoai, mdy
chit, gidy to... du 18i trang tri la phdng khdch
sang trong cda khdch san.

Trudng doan George Ball, c6 tin sé la C6
vdn d6i ngoai cia Téng théng k& nhiém, chi
mdi ngoai bdn mugi, vdi chdc vy quan trong
nhu vidy qud la rit tré, cing nhu Kennedy sé
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la Téng théng Hoa Ky tré tubi nhdt tor trude
tdi nay. Ong ta c6 chq truong lya chon nhing
ngudi chng sy ddng Ita. Nam nguwi ngdi chung
ban dai phi ni xanh 16t mat kinh. Tién si Grore
va Huss Colquyver ngdi mét ban doi dién phdi
doan, trudec mit Huss la tAp hd sg kep bia cung. -
R6 rang day la budi hop bdo cdo, khdng phai
la cujc ti€p xiuc théng thudng.

George Ball nhin xudng cusn s dit trude
mit nhu dé ki€m tra nhdng diém da duge ghi
nhd, gidy lit hin ngudc mit nhin tign si Grore,
rdi Huss, cip mit that xanh, théng minh, giong
néi dju dang:

- Thua hai ngai, theo ydu ciu caa Thugng
nghj si Kennedy, ma ching ta dau bist, khong
lau nda ong s& la Téng théng k& nhigm, ching
t6i duge cf dén gip cdc ngai d€ tim hidu sau
hon cdc nhan vat dang c6 chic quydn trong
Chinh pht cta téng théng Diém, cdc tudng lanh
chi huy quan doi Viet Nam Cong Hbda, trong
pham vi trich nhiém cta Raind Cooperation do
hai ngai phu trich. Vin da Vigt Nam, ma thugng
nghi si Kennedy dua lan hing bic nhdt trong
nhigm ky nim nim cia Téng théng k& nhiém,
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chinh vi né gin bé vdi quydn lgi, trich nhi¢m
va danh dy cda d4t nudc ching ta. Do d6, ching
ta cin phdi ¢c6 mot chinh sich ding, mft dudng
16i hitu hidu, dé dat dugc thing lgi nhanh chéng
hon, ma didu trudc nh&t ddi héi ching ta phdi
hifu sau sit, cu thé v@ nhan v4t, dja ban, vd
tinh hinh chung cdc mat. Phin cdc ngai xin
~ cho ching tbi duge hidu v& cdc phan ti chd
chét, k& tit hai anh em 6ng Diém trd xufng.

Grore gat dau, quay sang ngudi phy ta.

Huss trinh trong gid tip hd so, bit diu
doc cham rii:

- Trude hét v& téng théng Ngd Dinh Dig¢m.
Sinh ngay 3 thing giéng nam 1901, tai tinh
Quing Binh, Trung phan. TSt nghi¢gp trudng
Hau b6 Huf duge ci lam tri phd, rdoi thugng
thy by Lai trong tridu dinh Béo Dai tu 1932.
Sau d6 dudi 4p lyc céa Phdp, Bao Dai di cdch
chdyc Diém va cho v& nghi....

George Ball nghe ¢6 vé chim chd, mic du
lai lich cGia Diém tir thud han vi dén khi trd
thanh t8ng théng Vigt Nam Cong hda ngay 26
- 10 - 1960, 6ng ta va cid phdi doan dd nghién
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ctu ti mi qua hd sd cla co quan Langli chuyén
sang.

Huss cing thita bi&t didu d6, nhung y vin
khong h® bé qua mét chi tift quan trong nio.
v lai lich cia Digm. Cu8i cing, y néi:

- ft nét so luge V& qud khdt chi xin tém
tdt nhdc lai con didn ti€n t¢ d6 cho d&n bay
gio cdc ngai da bi6t chi ti€t trong hd so chiing
t8i dd chuyén dén. Nhung khi d@ cAp cd nhan
téng théng Diém, ching t6i thi€t nghi khéng
thé tdch khéi vai trd bi &n cla ngudi em ong
ta: Ngb Dinh Nhu! Mot 16 khd d& hifu, hién
nay & Sai Gon, ngudi ta chi y dén nhan vat
thd hai ndp sau h4u trudng nay hon hén téng
théng duong quydn, ho cho 6ng Nhu chinh la
by 6c, 1a linh hdn cia Diém.

Nhu sinh nim 1908, em k& cua 6ng Diém
trong s6 ndm anh em trai gia dinh ho Ngb, mot
gia dinh theo dao Thién chua quan lai, vong tdc.
Thai thanh nién, Nhu du hoc & Phdp, t&t nghiép
dai hoc, vé Ha N¢i 1a trudng thd thu vién Dong
Duong tit nim 1940 dén 1944, cudi v¢ nim

| 1943, 1a con gdi cia 6ng Tran Vian Chuong hién
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dang lam dai sd Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky.

T¥ sau ngay Diém lam téng théng, Nhu
khéng gi@ mft chic vu chinh thyc nao trong
chinh phd, ty nhin minh la ¢§ vdfn Tdng théng,
ding sau chinh quyén nhung nim hét quyén
hanh trong tay. & Sai Gon ngudi ta coi quygn
hanh manh hon phdp ly. Moi viée Iédn nhdé quan
trong hay khéng quan trgng déu qua 6ng Nhu,
cong vin gify td déu c6 chd phé clGa 6ng ta
truée khi c6 chi ky chinh thue cla téng théng
Diém. Hau hét cdc bd trudng trong chinh phd,
cdc tudng linh cao cfp chi huy quian d6i dau
phai dén hop mdi tuiin do chinh Nhu triéu t4p
va digu khién, mic nhién bi&n thanh Hoi dong
qudc gia chinh thuc. Hoi dong quéc gia niay ban
hanh moi quyét dinh cy thé, quy mé, sau dé
téng théng Diém mdi hop ndi cdc cong b6. Riéng
phan Nhu, nim vi¢éc cdt dat nhan sy trong mei
cdp thupc chinh phd va trong quan d¢i, téng
thong Diém bién thanh ngudi thyc hién vdi cha
ky clGa 6ng ta. Quan niém cda Nhu cho ring,
Hoa Ky bufc phai bdo tr¢g cho Nam Viét Nam,
vign trg tién va vd khi, dé cho Nam Viét Nam
¢é di sidc manh bdo vé quygn lgi cho Hoa Ky
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trudéc hi€ém hoa cong sdn. Va chi c6 Dig¢m, mot
lanh tu chéng cfng mdi c6 di uy tin, dd tAm
cd ddi dau véi Vidt cong mizn Bic. Chinh phi
My khdng thé c6 mot d6i tugng nao khic kha
di thay thé dugc. Téng thsng Einsenhower va
téng théng k& nhiém phai hifu didu dé, va cin
nhan ré didu nay: quyen Igi cda My gin chat
vdi sy sOng con cda manh dit nay. Vdi suy nghi
dé, Nhu nudi tham vong bao vé¢ mdi quan he
doc quydn gida tdng théng My vdi Di¢m, khong
cho phép bit cu cd nhan, tap doan nao bit tay
vdi Hoa Ky sau lung 6ng Di¢m. Nhu d4 khong
ngﬁn/ ngai giét ngay tudng Trinh Minh Thé,
tuéng Ba Cyt khi biét ho qua mi#t Nhu lién hé
rigng véi ngusi My. Nhu khuyén cdo 6ng Diém
khéng ch&p nhan bédc si Phan Quang Ddn, Ding
Vdn Sung va mot s6 nhan vat khdc tham gia
chinh quygn, ly do nhing ngudi nay cé lien lac
véi cde vidn chic My cim dau t6 chdc CIA tai
Sai Gon, va duge ung hd cdch riéng. Mat khdc,
Nhu ban an hug, cho dia vi, ddi khi c3 quyén
lgi, dé tap hop mot he théng cong sy vién trung
thanh. Ciung vdi vg, Tran Lé Xuin, Nhu té chude
riéng cdc lyc lugng hau thudn cho minh: Thanh

329



nién Cdng hoa, Phy ni Lién ddi, lyc lugng va
trang dic biét, Phy n?® bdn quin sy... Khéng
chi ¢6 vAy, v¢ chdng Nhu, rdi Ng6 Dinh Cén,
ba cd L&, em trai vad chj gdi Nhu & mién Trung,
ngodi vigc 1ong quy®n, cdn t6 chuc buén lau c6
h¢ théng, he t4u dit dai, nha cda & Phdp, gii
chau bdu, 46 la qua ngan hang Thyy Si, khong
chi la tign do budn lau, trong d6 cé phin vién
trg cda Hoa Ky chay vao tui riéng, tdng s con
ch¢ k&t qua didu tra, nhung quid 1a qud Idn.
Chinh nhing hoat dfng m& dm cia vg chdng
Nhu dd phdt sinh miu thudn, dan ching mAt
long tin trAm trong.

Trong hon m¢t ndm trd lai day, téng théng
Einsenhower di thay d8i chinh siach ddi vdi
chinh phd Diém va chung c¢d Nam Viét Nam.
Véi muc dich, Hoa Ky phai tryc tiép nim gid
cin cd chi€n luge ndy, mot mit xich trong yéu
trong he mdt xich cda khu vyc Dong Nam A,
khong thé duy tri lau hon mot dudng 18i chinh
tri dya vao mot chinh quygn doc tai, khong
duge da s§ dan ching Ung hd. Ngii tdng théng
duong nhiém cda ching ta cho ring xay dyng
chi mft Ngé DPinh Diém la ti€p tuc vdp sai lAm
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cda chinh phd Magsaysay ¢ Philippin, cin phai
chdm dut. Ching ta phai quy tu x4y dyng mét
thyc lye c6 day di kha ning, ¢ long trung
thanh, vdi dudng 16i chung cda Hoa Ky. Mot
sdch luge mdi tao cho Nam Vigt Nam dung ving,
dé d6i dau vdi cong sin midn Bic,

Trong khi d6, mdi day Ngé Dinh Nhu di
cong b6 gida budi hop Hpi ddng chinh phg, do
chinh 6ng ta trigu tap, nhu sau: “Khj ma Hoa
Ky can thigp tryc ti€p vao ndi by cda chinh
quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa qud sau, khi mau
thuin gida cdc c§ vin My vdi cdc csp chi huy
quin chinh thém ph4it trién va cang gia ting
cung véi s6 lugng c6 vin quin sy gia ting mjt
cdch s6t sdng, chinh phd Hoa Thinh Dén cin
phai bigt sém hon ring, Iyc lugng quin sy My
¢ Nam Viét Nam di tao ra cdi 4n tugng thyec
ddn trong dan ching. Din ching sé mat long
tin vao chinh nghia qudc gia, sé quay vé vdi
Céng sdn”. Nhu yéu ciu tng théng Dism cong
khai khuyén cdo véi Toa bai st cia ching ta,
nhim chéng lai chinh sich mdi dang phan hdéa
quydn han cGa chinh 0ng ta. Trude thdi dp
nghich 1y dé, ngai téng théng Einsenhower sau
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khi tham khdo y ki€n cida Ngi Gidec Dai va
Trung tam Langli, di quyé&t dinh cdnh cdo téng
théng Diém, khong cho phép éng ta dung dudng
Nhu naa.

Georege Ball cham chid theo d6i bdo trinh
cia Huss, ddi lic ghi chép vao s8 tay. Khi Huss
vita dut 1di, hdn chgt héi:

- Cho dén bay gio téng th6ng Einsenhower
mdi dit vdn dé canh cdo Di¢m, nhu viy c¢6 qud
mudn khdong? Thua ngai Huss Colquyver?

- Thua khéng phai dén bay gis, ma da lau
roi va nhidgu [An, dai st Dierbrow, cd dai t4
Colby dit vdn d&8 vg¢ chdng Nhu vdi téng théng
Diém. Lic dau 6ng ta thanh mirh, cho ring s8
ngudi x8u cf y xuyén tac, v@ sau ngai dai su
trung ra bing cd, 6ng ta phdi thua nhin, hia
hen sé ngin chin kip thsi. Nhung Diém té ra
quy&dt ligt, chdi td khong chip nhan dé Nhu
xudt ngoai, theo ggi y cida ngai dai sd¢, Diém
thd nhan, rit cin ¢6 Nhu & bén canh giip da,
d6 1a didu can thigt d6i vdi ong ta.

- Vay thi, cdc ngai sé dung bién phdp gi
dé cidnh cdo 6ng Diém [an nay dat dugc hiéu

i
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qua?

Huss quay dau veé phia ti€n si Grore ¢6 y
danh quygn trd 16i cho cdp trén minh. Grore
sia lai th& ngdi, ddp thay vién phu td:

- Thua cdc ngai, trong hai nim qua dudi
sy chi dao cda ngai dai st Dierbrow va dai td
Colby, chung tdi di thyc hién ding theo k&
hoach trong sdch luge mdi cda Tdng théng duong
nhiém cia ching ta va dat k& qua ddng khich
l&, theo nhu sy ddnh gid cda Nga Gide Dai. Vi
viy ngai Eisenhower quy&t dinh thuc hién bién
phdp manh, chd y&u la don chinh tri mang no6i
dung tam ly, cdnh cdo anh em 6ng Di¢m nhim
ba yéu ciu: Thd nhdt, budc Nhu xuit ngoai,
hodc thuin héa cdi diu ngoan c§ cda Ong ta,
khi ching ta c¢on can phai gi@ Diém trén ghé
téng thdng. Thu hai, th thdch long trung thanh
cia cdc tudng lanh, cdc cdp chi huy quan doi,
cdc vién chuc dan chinh cha chét, ma trong
hai nam qua ching ta di xy dung dugc. Cufbi
cung, tao ra du bing cd qua vu nay thanh todn
ddt khodat lyc lugng chinh tri than Phdp, vin
con la chudng ngai ddng ké. Dat dugc cdc yéu
ciu chd y&u néu trén, ching ta da tao cho ch&
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d¢ Cong hoa Viet Nam mot dudng 16i chinh trj
thun nh4t, mft lyc lugng quan doi tdp trung,
tr d6 phdt huy duge sic manh.

Tién si Grore nhich mo6i khong phdi mim
cuti vao lic nady nhung c6 thé do théi quen.
Ong ta thdp giong:

- Cdc ngai c6 mit tai Sai Gon vao ding
dip ndy, ré rang tU bén nudc nha, cdc ngai da
dugc théng bdo v& k& hoach ma Téng théng
duong nhig¢m da chi thj cho ngai dai s Dierbrow?

George Ball gat dau: )

- Vang, ding vdy, thua tién si Grore!
Thugng nghj si di tryc tisp trao déi vdi téng
théng Einsenhower va d8 nghj dugc duy tri tinh
hinh Nam Viét Nam trong nguyén trang, nhat
la gi?a giai doan giao thdi nay. Téng théng
Einsenhower di gidi thich v& k& hoach canh cdo
Diém hoan toan & th& chd dong, sé giip cho
tinh hinh t8t hon, dodn quy&t khéng dé cho mét
xdo trfn lén ndo xay ra. Tuy nhién, thugng nghij
si Kennedy vin chua yén tam, d6 1a ly do chung
t6i c6 mit hdm nay d€ ti€p xic vdi céc ngai.
Thay 16i thugng nghj si, ching t6i chi xin d@
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dat mdt ydu chu duy nhét, téng théng Di¢m cin
phéi tdn tai, néu trudng hgp ong ta khong chiu
roi bd 6ng Nhu, tam thdi ching ta vAn phdi
bdo vé sy an toan cda tdng thdng Coéng hoa
Nam Viét Nam vi quydn lgi cda Hiép ching
qufc Hoa Ky. Yéu cau cdp thié’tlnéy ching téi
dd truyén dat dén dai si Dierbrow va dai té
Colby, bay gio ca vdi ngai.

Ngimng lai giay ldt, Ball tiép:

- Xin ngai Huss cho ching tdi dugc nghe
vé cdc nhan vat ti€p theo.-

Ho ti€p tuc lam vige, tuy chua phii la
thanh phan dugc nim quyén quyét dinh, nhung

cd nim nhAn vAt hién dién ¢ trong cin phong

nay déu gi? phdng chic quydn quan trong cda
Chinh phi Hoa Thinh P&n, cta Trung tim tinh
bdo My, ¥ kién céa ho vin cé trong lugng quyét
dinh s8 phin cia nhdng nhan vat chd chét
trong chgd do Ngdo Dinh Diém, ké cd s6 phén
cda anh em téng théng Cong hoa Nam Viét

Nam.
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Trong cin phong ngd c¢é rém xanh dam che

kin cdc cta s8 vA cda ra vdo, dnh dén ban
d€ sdng sudt dém, ti chin gid t8i qua, bay gid
1d ba gi0 sdng, V4 mdi hoan thanh ban tin gii
vé Trung tdm. Tu khi ngdi vao ban, anh tudng
chi khodng hai ti€ng ddng hd sé lam xong moi
vige nhu da trd tinh, nhung anh di lam, néi
dung sy kign khd phuc tap, bugc anh phai dong
6c, suy nghi rdt cing, dé tim ra dip s6. Anh
hiéu rdt ré bdo cdo cda ngudi chién si tinh bdo
la mdt nghé thuét. Can soan nhing ban tin cye
ngin nhung tuyét d6i ré rang. Noi dung cda
bdo cdo c6 gid trj d6i véi co quan si dung né,
khi duge chda dyng chit lugng nhidu hon ma
chi cin mdt s8 cau tdi thiéu... Vi, dé c6 duge
bdn tin ching nhdng phai ddi bing sy lao dong
ding cdm, lau dai bén bi, ¢ thé mit nhidu
nim, ma cé khi con bing cujc ddi cla ngudi
chién si tinh bdo! V& phan V4, anh cang thfm
thia hon, khi bigt c¢é nhitu dong chi phdi lao
vao nguy hiém, t¥ lic nhan ban tin, di chuyén
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bén tin, dén mé mdy truyén di, bdo v@& an toan
chifc mdy trong khu vuc day dic ké thu, mei
ngudi dd phdi lao ddng bing mdu ti€p tay cho
ban tin cda anh dén duge tdn ndi nhén né.
Hang chuc dong chi di tran trong gi® gin sin
phdm do chinh anh sdn xuft. Vi khéng duge
phép thidu sy khit khe ding mitc vdi bin than
khi dat bit soan ban tin, dé gid trj cda né
xing ddng vdi sic lao ddng, do6i khi bing sinh
mang cda nhitgu dong chi minh phdi déng gép.

Subt sdu gid trdi qua, Vi khéng cam thdy
chiit nado mét mdi, nguge lai anh thiy phdn chin
hon lic ndo hét, khi anh ty tin dang budc vao
thdi diém cubi cing dé hoan thanh nhiém wvu...
Vi vuon vai ding day, di 14y binh nuéc s6i pha
thém ly ca phe, day 1a ly thi ba khi bi€t khong
con thdi gian chgp mit trude gid di lam. Anh
cin phii md héa ngay bdn tin mdi thdo.

Vi chim rii dong hai mudng ca phé cho
vio phin hoc ding kifu anh Trong hudng din,
cho chit nudc sdi chd thdm, rdi mdi cham l&n
thi hai, ddy ndp. Anh bing dng véi minh, ngdi
ngdm tung giot ddm dic den sdnh, budng binh,
xun xué cf bam lai khong chju bubng minh roi
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xubng diy ly.

Chi duge giay ldt, dau éc Vi cing khéng
kém budng binh, khéng chju rsi khdi ban tin
di thdo, trudc mit:

- Nhém Can lao ly khai P8 Mau lién két
kh6i "Dan chd” Phan Quang DP4n chit ché hon.
C4 hai bén cin c6 nhay, hgp lyc d6i diu Nhu
- Diégm v8n di hiém lai dang manh. Van da séng
chét, khdng con dudng lui, phdi sdt cdnh bdo
vé nhau, x6a hin cy ly".

- Tran Kim Tuy&n bi mat phuc vu CIA sau
lung Nhu, ¢ th§ trén lung cop, ngam tng ho
Miu - Pdn trong 4m muu digt Nhu. Hoat dong
cia Mau che dugec mit Nhu, khong che duge
CIA, Tuyén khéng phan ung, triéu ching CIA
khong can thiép, dd cho phép?”.

- Hang ngan cf vdn quan sy My dén Nam
Vigt Nam tit sau chuyén Diém sang Hoa Ky ve,
can thi¢p sdu vao moi hoat dong cua ndi bod
chinh quygn Diém. Bon ching tryc ti€p ndm
ting tén cAm diu chd chét cdc co ciu quin
chinh Viét Nam, tdch khéi sy chi ph8i cda Nhu
- Digm. M4t thg doc quydn dai dién ché& do giao
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ti€p véi My, mau thuAn My - Diém, mau thuln
no6i bd tap doan tay sai, dd dén giai doan phan
héa tram trong”.

- Nhu vln vdi nhan dinh chd quan v& ¥
dd cda My, cdng khai phé phdn chinh sdch mdi
d6i véi Nam Viét Nam cia Hoa Thjnh Dén.
Nhitu hién tugng, Dierbrow va Colby khdng chip
nhin duge Nhu, kha ning dua tdi viée loai Nhu”.

- Thdi cg da chin mudi. Méu, D4n rdo riét

hianh doéng. Lam binh bi&€n diét Nhu, gid Diém,

trong didu kién md rdng chinh phd, dé phe dé6i
lap tham gia. Tién si Grore va Huss vAn thudng
xuyén gip Ddn. D§ Mau di tao duge thuan lgi
nhit dinh. Phin nda s6 tudng td quan doi da
ti€p xuc thin mit vdi Mau. Bon nay chia ba
nhém, c¢6 thdi d0 khdc nhau: sd rdt it nhan
tham gia, s6 ngdim Gng ho khéng can thigp, va
con lai khong chdéng d6i, khong dng ho”.

- Trong cudc hop cia nhém Can lao ly
khai, Mau tuyén b8 di chuin bj lyc lugng dud
sic gidi quyét sém nhat, trdnh d6 m&u, chy
tham do thdi do toa dai st My, tranh thu sy
dong tinh. Hai nhém sé quy&t ngay gid hanh
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dong”.

- Nhan dinh: Binh bién chic chin xay ra,
¢6 khd nang s6m hon. My map md, bidu 1o ung
thuan, v6 trich nhiém. Gi¥ G bdo sau.

Ag ”

Ma héa xong bdo cdo, d6t ban thao, dong

hd dia diém sdu gis, Vi lao vao nha tdm, ngAm
trong bon nudc lanh, con budn ngd bji diy lai.
Vita ban xong quin 4o, Trong da tdi. Hp quen
dén vdi nhau khéng ké giy gidc.

- Téi nghi day hoc moét tudAn nhan dip
Qudc Khianh. M4y me con ddi t6i dua lén Da
Lat, vita mdi trd v& hém qua. Téi dén ciu lac
b6 Ngb6b Thoi Nhiém tham I6p hoc cdia nhém
CIA, dugc nghe phdi doan dic bidt cda Kennedy
qua tU trude 18, con nim d6 va dang ti€p xuc
véi s§ c6 vdn chm diu cdc t8 chuc hoat dong
¢ Viét Nam. Bon My & Sai Gon xem ra kinh
trong tén trudng phdi doan, hinh nhu 13 loai c8
vdn tdm cd cda Kennedy thi phai. Chyd c6 nghe
duge gi v@ bon nay chua?

- Chua hay bigt gi anh a. Trong dip Quéec
khidnh, c6 thé 1a phédi doan duge mai.
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Trong lic dau:

- Khdng dau, bon nay khéng du 18, vi khong
phai 1a phdi doan chinh thuc, chi 1a phdi vién
cia Ung c vién téng théng. C6 didu qua thdi
d6 cla nhém c¢§ vdn My & day, ngudi ta tin
chic Kennedy sé dic cu.

- C6 thé ldm, Vién Gallup di lam cufc didu
tra tham do, tuyén b8 qud bdn cd tri ung hd
Kennedy, con vdi ddng Dan chd thi hin ta thing
vdi da s6 tuydt doi.

Trong cé6 vé nghi nggi:

- Liéu Kennedy lén nim quydn téng thdng,
Ngd Dinh Diém c¢6 cdn duge ing hd khong nhi?
Coi mdi bdc si Ddn dang hy vong didng Dan chid
lén cim quyén, c¢6 sy thay ddi, phin lgi sé ve
phia 6ng ta.

Vi cudi mia mai:

- Cong hoa hay Din chi cAm quyén & My
ching c¢6 gi khic nhau. Quygn quyét dinh vin
nim trong tay tdp doan tu ban. Téng théng nao
di nda, cing phai thyc hién ding chd truong
dudng 16i do chinh tap doan dé dinh doat. Ong
Diém lo hoic 6ng Pdn mung chi vi sy thay d6i

341






dan tfc ty chi cda nda phan dit nude ching
ta lpt trong vong quy dao cia My ?

Trong dyi manh miu thusc vao gat tan,
mét cd chi it ¢ vdi badn tinh tram mic cda
anh. Vi hiéu trong long ngusi anh nudi dang
cé tran chién, khéng don gidn gita cdi dung
véi cdi sai, ma phuc tap hon nhidu d6i vdi ngudi
tri thuc, d6 12 gida tinh cam va ly tri. Vd c§
¥ cdt dit cau chuyén, anh ding day:

- Dén gio rdi, tdi phai di thei, sing nay
lam vige vdi dai t4 Mau. Anh em minh sé gip
lai.

Trong chim difu thuSc mdi, vin ngdi trén
ghé:

- Chi Vi nay, gidc quan thd siu chd cé
tin khong? T6i linh cam thdy c6 gi dé quan
trong qua thii do cia mdy c6 vin My ma teéi
vita gip chitu hém qua. T6i nghi... chd nén quan
tam.

Vi quay lai nhin sing Trong, anh suy nghi
rdt nhanh sau khi quan sit ngudi anh nusi, vAn
vé trung thyc 1o trong doi mit, qua giong néi,
anh yén tam.
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- “Céi gi d6 quan trong” u? Nhung v® vén
de gi nhi?

Trong cham chap dung lén:

- Bi&t néi sao day?... Cé thé cé sy thay
d6i... Ching han Kennedy dic ci tdng théng,
6ng ta sé bo Diém, dua mdt ngudi khdc lén»
thay.

Ngung gidy lat, Trong cao giong:

- Chd thd tham do coi, t6i thdy phdi doan
cia Kennedy qua day, chdc c6 vdn de gi dé.

- Vang, toi sé gip Tuy&én. Nhung theo toi,
chinh anh dén gip dé¢ nh4t tham vy Toa dai su
My Conlon ngudi hgc trd ¢6 nhigu cdm tinh vdi
anh hy vong hon phia Tuy&n. Hin ta ddm néi
that v6i anh ddy.

- Dugc thdi, ndi nhat hém nay téi dén hin.
T6i ve day, c¢6 gi mdi tdi cho chui biét ngay.

Vi khdong kip ra tién Trong, anh tranh
tha tdt dén, khda cda, ra nha xe.

Hém nay cdc co quan, cong sd md cda lam
vidgc sau ba ngay nghi 18 Qudc Khinh. Trong
moét tudn danh cho dian ching Sai Gon vui chai,
khigu wi, ddnh bac ty do, khong khi vin té

345



nhat, bin chdt ngay 1§ khéng mang tinh chat
lich s, khéng gay duge &n tugng nao trong
long nguoi, tdt cd qua mau va chim trong quén
lang.

Vi cho xe chay cham chim, anh mai ban
tdm v clu ndi cda Trong. Phdi doan cda Kennedy
“c6 cdi gi dé quan trong!...”. N&u bon My & day
bigt chdc Kennedy dic cd, thi cii phdi doan nay
tY né c6 uy quydn. C6 thé chu! Ching thay
Diégm ching? Vi nghi, Diém cdn s& lye lugng
rdt trung thanh, ké ca P§ Miu. Manh tay vdi
Dig¢m c6 thé d8 mdu, xdo tron manh ddy. Chic
Kennedy khéng mudn 16n x0n lde nay trong thei
gian chi con “nhing bude” cusi cung di vao
Nha Tring. Vi dot nhien hodng hét. C6 thé
Kennedy “ddnh hgi” dugc M4u, Dan lam binh
bién loai Nhu chang? Cing la 1on xon, disu ong
ta khong chju dé xdy ra vao ldc nay, nén ci
tay chan sang day ngin chan" Con mét bat thin
kéo d&n vdi Vi sau mot dem thue tring. Ban
tin vita thdo c¢6 con gid tri hay chi 1a do bé
di? Nhiém vu c¢é hoan thanh duge khéng, khi
Mau, Dédn bj CIA khda tay lai? An todn cda anh
sé ra sao? Tung loat cau hdi ddn dén, Va phai
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gidi ddp. Anh chodng vdng dén méit binh tinh,
véi vang ding xe dudi tdn cdy canh dudng, tit
mdy. Vd ngdi lang di, md héi rin trén wing
trdn. Anh rdit mét di€u thudc cham hit, c§ 14y
lai sy thu thdi trong long. Nam phit trdi qua,
Vi quyét dinh dén vdi D6 Mau trude khi lai
gip Trin Kim Tuy&n, anh cho xe phéng nhanh
lai Téng nha an nigh quin d%i.

Thdy Vd vao, tén trung dy si quan tryc
ding nghiém chao, anh chi git diu budc qua,
hdn trinh trong:

- Thua 6ng phu t4.

Vi diung lai chd hidn.

- Dai td dian t6i moi dng phu td vao phong
dai td c6 cong vu cin gip.

- Cam on trung dy.

Vi quay sang trdi di thdng vao phong -
khdch. Phia trong cung, cia phong tdng gidm
déc an ninh c¢6 dén do, bdo ban vige. Tén trung
si ngdi gdc canh ban d4 ddng nghiém chio Vi
va vfi quay lai md cita bdo vao:

- Thua dai td, 6ng phu t4 da tdi.

T phia trong vong ra, tiéng cia D3 Mau:
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- - Mdi vao.

Vi gt dau. Cdnh ctta dd md rfng nhudng
anh budc qua, t&n trung si ty ddng khép lai.

P8 Mau ngdi sau ban lam viée, ban comple
miu xanh nhat, 6ng ta rdt it khi b4n quian phyc
vdi cidp lon dai t4, ddng ly phdi la cip lon tudng
di cé tir lau. Nhu dd ba Iin gach tén ong ta
trong cdc ky bd Qudc phong d& nghj xét duyét
thing cdp, tdng théng Diém can thiép, Nhu vin
c6 chdp. Mau chi cudi gin, khi nghe duge tin
xi xam trong néi bd. Tu d6, Mau chi mic quan
phuc khi can thiét.

Thdy Via vio, Mau cudi khd vui, chdm ngudi
lén bit tay, ra hidu mdi anh ngdi phia ngoai
chi€c gh& danh cho khich. Thdi dp cda May,
Vi cdm thdy yén tdm, Miu cim di€u thudc Mélia
vao chifc d6t ngha voi theo théi quen, ddy hop
thudc 14 ngoai m&i V4, cd hai cing chim hiit.

- Cu hdi trudng Khéng hoc Nguyén Tric
vira goi dién thoai cho tdéi bdo tin dng cé trong
danh sich cda ho di dy dai h6i Khéng hoc tai
Pai Loan, cu khoe c¢6 cd dai bidu hoi Khéng hoc
Thuy Si tham dy. Dai héi kéo dai mudi lim
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ngay vi c6 mudi ngdy tham quan Van mi&u va
di tich, ngady mdng 5 lén dudng. Cdc cu rit
phén khdi, c¢é dip nghi ngoi dai ngay.

Vi khong trdnh khdi ngac nhién, anh phai
che gifu bing nuy cudi han hoan gid tao:

- DPai td qua 13 rdng ridi, danh cho t6i mot
dip %3 hoi hau hinh qud. R4t cdm on dai t4!

D56 Mau dung lén budc ra khdi ban lam
viée, cd hai di lai bd sa 16ng phia d&i dién. Via
ngdi xudng gh&, ong ta lic dau cudi:

- Cha cha! Téi danh xin 18i théi. Khong
ngd 6ng lai cAn xuft ngoai dé x4 hoi ding ldc
nay nhi? T6i da thay 13i éng ti ch8i mAt roi.

Ong ta &n nit dién thoai dit trén ban tron
canh gh& ngdi:

- Trux{_g si Quy, cho hai chai la-de lanh-
quay lai vdi Vi - Ong khéng “chia Iia” véi toi
sao?

Vi hiu va gat ddu miung thim. Tén trung
si mang d6 ufng vao, thin trong md nit chai,
rét ra ly dit trudec mit hai ngudi. Chd cho tén
trung si ra khéi phong khép clta, Mau moi Vd

ning ly, Vi di nghi dén badn bdo cdo chua
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chuyén, gid trj cda né vin tron ven, hai ti&ng
“chia l&a” wvita rdi bdo hidgu Mau di ha quyét
tam.

M4au dit ly xudng ban, thdp giong:

- T6i qua, hon chin gig trung td Conein
mdi dén tra 1oi téi. N6i ding thi 6ng ta chuyén
16i cha dai st Dierbrow, nguyén vian nhu sau:
“Toa dai st Hoa Ky sé khong can thiép vao ndi
bd chinh phd, cd quan doi Viét Nam Cong hoa”.
Chiing ta déu biét, My bd tién, nhan trdch nhiém
lo chung cho toan cudc trong d6 cé cdi riéng
" Vidgt Nam. Cdi chung, cdi riéng khéng tdach roi
ra dugc. Hanh dong cda ching ta phdi duge ho
chap nhan, lam trdi y ho bj cdt vién trg, thit
bai con niang hon nhidu. Vi viy, chinh t6i phai
ggi ¥ Conein, mot ngudi ban My rit t8t cia toi.
Ong ta thita nhan khong dG thim quyén trude
vin dé dai sy, chi hia thim do ¥ kién cidp trén.
Cau trd 1di cda dai sd Dierbrow ham y dong
tinh, kidu ngam chdp thuin khong d€ lai diu
v&t, khong cdé trich nhié¢m. Thé day!

Vd ning ly la-de ddi cung ly vdéi Mau:

- Toi xin ubng ming dai t4.
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- Ming cho nhém “Tam huy&t” ching ta!

Vi bdo tin vdi chd y thim do:

- C6 mdt phdi doan clia ung ci vien Kennedy
dén Sai Gon ca tulin nay, chic dai td di bi&t?

- Vang, tdi bi€t. Cing chinh trung t4 Conein
dd cho tdi biét nhidu didu rat b6 ich. Thud nhat,
Kennedy chidc chdn ddc cd. Thu hai, tdng théng
Einsenhower va Kennedy nhdt tri ti€p tuc dng
ho tdng théng Diém. Thu ba, Kennedy tin thanh
dudng 16i quin sy cua Einsenhower, nhung vdi
ong ta, sé con manh hon, éng ta cho ring My
c6 uu thé vé suc manh vi lyc, khong sui dunbg
ding tAm c¢d, hét hiéu suit, 1a sai [Am. Van dé
cudi cung, ong Kennedy ciing nhu téng théng
Einsenhower ré rang khong chiu 6ng Nhu, ca
hai théa thuin can thiét phai dua 6ng ta xuit
ngoai, c¢6 thé giao phu trich mdt si quin nao
dé.

- Mot sy trung hgp qua la ly tudng, thua
dai t4!

- Dung viy, thoi co da danh cho chung ta,
ngudi My cidng nhu ching ta, nhit tri gid uy
tin cho téng théng Diém, cai t6 chinh phdg, thu

.
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hit nhing ngudi cé tai tham gia, c6 vy mdi
duge dan tin, dan dng h9. Theo tdi, phdi doan
cia Kennedy qua Sai Gon nghién ctu tinh hinh
tai chd, t6 vé ddng tinh tuy ho chua cé quysn
nhing tay vao cong vigc cida chinh phi dugng
nhi¢ém. Trung td Conein chi ti&t 16, phdi doan
c6 yéu chu, khéng nén dé tinh trang Sii Gon
xdo trOn trong ngay bhu cd tai My. Téi chdp
ngay cd hji, bin tin sé hanh dong trudec dijp
bau ci va chi gidi quyst ém thdm trong pham
vi mft ngay. Conein hi€u nhung im ling khong
c¢6 y ki€n gi thém.

- Dai td d4 quy&t dinh ngay khdi sy?

- Néu td nay d&n d6, Conein khdng cé
phadn dng tuc 1a ho chdp thuin, tdi dd nhd cde
cy cda chung ta vén uyén bdc vé kinh djch,
thdi 4t t& vi, tim mdt ngiy t6t nhiat. Cu Trung
da tra loi rdi, gid Ty, ngdy Hoang Dao, 11 thing
11 (1960). Chinh vi vay, t6i ddy hét cdc cu di
Dai Loan dé tranh sy nhom ngé cia Nhu. Con
ong? C6 y kién gi nao?

Vi trdm ngAm giay lat:

- Dai td dd b§ tri lyc lugng, di khd ning
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gidi quyét nhanh nhit trong mét ngiy nhu da
hua véi trung td Conein, ¢6 qud chid quan khong?
Cé tinh d&n nhidng dién bién bit ngs chua?

- T4t nhién rdi, t6i d4 cung vdi tudng
Nghiém ban bac rdt chu ddo, lyc lugng da sdp
x6p kin gon, c¢é thé d&i phdé trong nhung tinh
hudng cyc xfu. Ong yén tam di.

- Ca dudng ti€n va khi cin cé dudng lui
an toan?

b8 Mau cudi ty tin:

- Ong da bist ddy, ching ta bdo vé¢ tdng
théng Diém, hanh ddng cda ching ta vi dng ta,
vi quyen Igi cda chinh phi Hoa Ky. Cang khong
phai 13 ddo chinh cudp chinh quygn, cang khdng
c6é gi nguy hi€m, ding khéng nao? Chi cé didu
ching ta phdi dung bién phdp manh bufc tdng
théng Diém gidi quy&t dut khodt dudi v¢ chdng
Nhu, vn d8 ma ong ta bj tinh cdm gia dinh
qud ning dén muc cf chdp, dd coi nhe sy nghiép
cdch mang qudc gia. Hanh dong vi chinh nghia
cia ching ta duoc @~ ~F nhdng ngudi qudc gia
chan chinh Gng hd, dugec Nha Tring ddng tinh,
rdi cd téng théng Diém sé hiéu, ching ta cé
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cong chut khong cé tdi. Nhu vay chidng phii la
duong lui an toan sao?

Vi kiém lai niém vui chgt d&n. Qua tinh
anh chi nghi d&n nhiém vu sip hoan thanh,
chua he quan tdm dén sy an nguy cua ban than
dang rang budc chung véi méi an nguy d6i diu
cia D6 Mau. Vdi Ngo Dinh Nhu, cé6 thé Mau
chua dinh gida hét vé ong ta. Chéng lai moét
Ngé Dinh Nhu c¢é tai, thong minh, muu luge,
sdu hiém, tan bao, biét cdch dung ngudi, ma
chi quan khinh suit la ty giao mang s6ng cho
td¢ than. Nhung véi Vd ldic nay, diéu chd yéu
la phai ¢é binh bi&€n, tao cho tip doan tay sai
ddc lyc cha d€ qudc My xAu xé nhau lam cho
ch& d6 nguy quyén suy y&u ti gdc, dong bao ta
bdt bj tan sdt, cdich mang mién Nam sé ldn
manh hon, dé la tdt ca.

Vi t6 vé han hoan, tdn dong:
- Vang, tdi hiéu y dai td.

D6 Mau cdm digu thudc Melia mdi vao dét,
cham lda, hoi ngudc mat nhin Vi bing cip mit
nheo lai sau lan kinh tréng:

- Th& 1a ong di nhat tri vdi tdi. Toi sé
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- khong tigt 10 vdi 6ng nhing don vj, s§ si quan

thyc hién k& hoach di djnh, ching ta cin phai
tuyét d6i gid bi mat. Chi cé téi va 6ng. - M4au
cam chifc d6t thufc 14 chi vao ngyc minh, rdi
chi sang V4, va ti€p - hai ta biét ngay gid hanh
dong. Néu khong cé gi thay ddi thi dé la gio
quyét dinh. Nhung vdi moi ngudi ¢é trdch nhiém,
chi dugc bigt vao gi¢ chét. Bay gis thi phin
6ng, bit diu td ngdy hém nay, cho dén ngay
khdi sy, cin thudng xuyén di sdt bdc si Tuyén,
qua 6ng ta nim dong tinh v& phia Nhu, cing
la dé kem ong ta dung phan tric. Thud that véi
ong, ong Tuyén vin 12 méi lo clia to6i diy!

Vi nhin x6i vio mit Mau, chin 13i:

- Thua dai td4, t6i xin bdo ddm vé Tuyé&n.
Lic nay dai td cAn dugc yén tAm dut khodt mot
bén, dé dG sdng sudt lo cho toan cude.

D3 Mau ngdi thing day dit ban tay lén
dau g6i Vi

- Rdt cdm on o6ng Vid, téi dia tin cay 4§
6ng. TU giv phut nay t6i mdi duge thuc sy yén
tdm, mong 6ng thong cam cho.

Vén €8 ¥y vdi vé bdt binh, giong Vi danh
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lai:

- Pai td dd4 c6 lic ndo nghi ring, méi lo
dai td vira néi dén lai 123 mang séng cua t6i da
dit trong tay Tuy&n tu lic céng khai thuyét
phuc 6ng ta?

Miu bj hing ting giay l4t, lign xuéng giong
phan tran:

- Ngay tit budi dau gip nhau cho d&n lic
nay, gida tdi va 6ng khong con cy ly, moi didu
ching ta déu thing thin ban bac trao ddi, khong
ha gidu giém. Chic O6ng rd, téi dat long tin vao
ong tron ven. Nhung vdi Tuyé&n, vang, tuy la
ban éng, nhung d4 c6 nhigu nim td ra trung
thanh rit myc vdéi éng Nhu, mdi khi chgt nghi
tdi, tdi khéng trdnh dugec nghi nggi, mong ong
hiéu cho.

- Thua vang, tdi thong cam vdi dai td.

P86 Mau vui v8 mdi Vd cung ly udng hét
ly bia con dd.

- Té6i phdi di, dd d&én gi& hen cén gip vai
ngudi ban. Cé gi cin ching ta lién lac dién
thoai, sé gip lai.

D3 Mau tién Vi ra cida, b4t tay anh khd
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chit.
*

B6n gi¢ sdng Vi dia thdc diy sau m6t dém
chip chdn khé ngi. Anh ra sin tip th€ duc
sém hon thudng 1. Va nghi d&n bufi gap Mau
sing thd bay tudin trude, rdi qua gip bdc si
Tuyén tai vidn phong S& nghién ciu, t6i dé anh
sia lai bdn bdo cdo dd ma héa, thong qua s&
tin thu thap dugc tryc ti€p & dai t4 Mau rdi &
Tuyén, gitip Vi xdc dinh lai ndi dung b8 sung
s§ tin co ban.

“Hoa Thinh D6én chdp thuin phuong dn
cia Dierbrow va Colby, chi déng ngdm chi dao
s6 tudng td Viét Nam cing nhém than Phdp
lam binh bi€n cé muc d9, c¢é thdi gian quy dinh
truéc ngay biu cd téng th6ng My, dya theo
nguyén vong cia Mau va y db chia quygn cida
bPdn, myc dich chung vin gi@ Diém, dudi Nhu.
Vé phia My, lgi dung sy kién bién thanh don
uy hi€p bujc Diém phdi ngoan ngodn phuc tung
chinh sdch quan sy mdi. Mau tiét 16 giv G la
khéng gi¢ ngay 11 thing 11 gidi quyét nhanh
gon trong 24 ti€ng”.
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Sdng chd nhat, Vi chuyén ngay ban tin
qua hop thu dat tai Long Hii. Nam ngéy troi
mau, anh khoéng nhan dugc tin gi cia Trung
tdm, mai ch tdi dém qua, Vi khong khdi sing
s6t khi ma héa ban tin thong bdo qua dai bdn
din: “Pong chi Thanh Minh gip ddng chi tai
nha, sing mai, thi bdy, chd dén chi thj tryc
tigp!”. Khong c6 g c6 thé so sdnh ndi sy vui
mirng dot xudt biung lén trong long V4, khién
anh mit ngi nim ldng dgi thoi gian, chim oi
la cham! Tiung giot, tdng giot nhu rdt xudng
tim anh lam dju bdt ngon lda dang d6t ndng

trong long.

Vi c6 y kéo dai bubi tdp sdng rdi tim lau

hon it phit, thong thd mic quin do, bujc day

gidy, chdm chap dén than trong sip sin bda
difm tam cho hai ngudi. Chi&€c ddng hd treo
tuong diém bay tiéng, va chudng c6ng cung lic
reo vang, tiéng reo khdc thudng that hanh phic
d6i vdi anh.

Vi lao ra, khong kip md ¢dng, anh ding
sdt vao song sit ngé traAn tran dong chi Thanh
Minh bing xudng bing thit, vin ving trdn cao
qud cd, mdi téc ty nhién, doi mit tinh nghich
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long lanh sau cidp kinh tring, vin ny cudi dén
hiu cda nha gido t& niam A&y, chua mot thay d6i
Ién nao.

- Cha cha! Thin trong qud rdi diy thua
ngai si quan an ninh. Khdch quen ma dbd xét
ky thé&, cé phai vi méo mé ngh® nghiép ching?
Hs... ha...

Nghe giong néi quen thude, Vi nhu chgt
tinh sau con xic déng qud manh. Anh hip t&p
mé cbng, Thanh Minh chd déng khodc tay Vi
song budc vao nha. Ci hai lic d6 méi kip 6m
nhau, dp mit khd lau, Vd thi tham:

- Anh & trén trdi nhdy xudng hay dudi dat
chui 1én? Téi khéng thé hinh dung ndi sy cé
mit cda anh gida Sii Gon nay.

Thanh Minh v6 vao lung V4, v& au y&m:

- C6 gi ghe gém vdy? Minh khéng khodi
huygn thoai kiu xuit quy nhdp thin cda mat
vu hay CIA. Chi la vin d& thyc t&€ ndi nao cé
ddng bao ta, noi d6 c6 sy hién dién cda Dang,
cé thé cd ca chign si tinh bdo cia ta. Ping vy
khdong?

Duge ghn, duge nghe @dng chi Thanh Minh,
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Vi ludn cdm nhan minh vidn cdon ndéng néi, non
yéu trong nghiép vy, cd vé kién thuc chinh trj.

- R4t ding! Vi r6 rang anh dang c6 mit
¢ day.

Thanh Minh dfy Vd ra xa hon ngdm nghia
gidy ldt rdi cudi rat sang khodi:

- Vin khde, vln dep, t6t 1im.

Cd hai kéo nhau viao ban &n diém tam.
Thanh Minh vira #n vita chim rii:

- Céc ddng chi linh dao cda Trung tdm
thuong cfu kinh khing, lo cho vy 16n xon sdp
xdy ra, ciu qud hing, litu mang c6t sao cho
duge vige thi chi ¢ nudc dua dau vio mdy
chém. Phan minh vin tin cfu con khon ngoan
chdn, diu dén ndi sa chan. Th& la nhan duge
lénh, t nay cho dén bao gid nhi? Minh ching
bi€t nia, hai dita minh sé di sit bén nhau, chic
la lau day.

Va reo lén:

- That sao? Tai Sai Gdn nay?

Thanh Minh nging nhai nguéc m#t nhin
Vii:

- Khong 16 minh néi dua?
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Vi ling ting gidy l4t rdi cudi that vui:

. Khi nhan mdt tin mung dot ngot khong
tudng néi, anh thdy ddy, ty nhién muén doi
duge xdc minh lai cho chic thoi.

. Dung. B3 qua cho cfu khong bit bé nwa.

Thanh Minh lai cdi xudng &n xong miéng
banh, uéng hé&t ly ca phd, rdi cin thdn nim
digu thudc cham hit:

) - Sau Iin & vdi cau vai ngiy & Rach Ban,
minh qua Nam Vang, ra Ha Ngi, rdi it thdng
duge lénh tré vao Hu€ phu trdch s6 cOng tdc
Trung tdm giao. B6n nam rdi ddy, cé nghia la
lien tuc ¢ trong ving dich. Hién nay minh da
c6 chd ding chan, day di ditu kién hgp phdp.
Vin la thdy gido Tran Trung Ban, tu si, thu
ky van phong Ddc Kham mang Toa thénh tai
Sai Gon. N&u khong cé cai “vd thép” dé chic
chin Trung tAm khéng cho ré tdi con cung cua
~ganh. Tuy nhién, cdnh gidc vAn la nguyén tic
chu y&u, nhé khong? “Gid dugc tuygt d6i bi
mat bdn than coi nhu di hoan thanh phan nia

' ‘iu”. Ching ta quen nhau nhu ban xa

nhiém
giao, khoug luu lai ddu vét cda nhau, chi gip
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gé theo nhu cBu cdng tdc. Bit diu ti nay, minh
sé tryc ti€p nhin bdo cdo midng cda ciu, bd
hét hop thu lién lac, xéa hé&t but tich cia cau
litn hé véi t6 chuc. Vdi mat vy, ké cd co quan
phan gidn My, ciu phai hoan toan trong tring.

Nging gidy lit, Thanh Minh h&t ham héi
Vi

- Hom nay cdu c6é can phai di lam khong?

- Khéng anh, chi véi D8 Mau, c6 gi o6ng
ta lien lac bing dién thoai.

- VAay thi, minh sin sang nghe c8u, cho
minh bi€t hét cong viéc cda ciu di lam duge.

Vi tuiin ty bdo cdo ti mi cong tdc da thL,rc;
hién duge t& khi nhian nhiém vu méi cda Trung
tdm. Sudt ba ti€ng dong hd, Thanh Minh t4p
trung tinh thin ling nghe khong h& ngit loi
Vi, cho tdi lic chdm diut, anh con im ling khd

lau, chim trong suy tu, cudi cung lén ti€ng:

- bong chi tha trudng Trung tdm chi thj
minh phdi dén vdi cau, chuyén 1di biéu duong
vé higu qua cong tdc tdt, gid gin-ciu khong
duge 16 dién trong vu binh bién nay. Qua bdo

cdo cla ciu, minh yén tim, chi can “cdu” Dd -
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Miu cdu vin dugc an toan ké cd trudng hgp
Nhu vé sy nidm lai quyén hanh. Ciu biét ddy,
My con cin Diém nén khéng cho phép giét Nhu,
ching biét anh em hgo Ngbé sin sing séng chét
vi nhau. Phai céng nhan, bon M)" rdt tinh té,
bi mat chi dao lam binh bién dé dat hai yéu
cau: uy hi€p Diém, dudi Nhu, ti€n tdi lap chinh
phi quan phiét phuc vu dudng 16i quan sy cia
My. C6 khd ning trong djp ndy, My cho dep
hét bon tay sai cdia Phdp, rdt hgp ly vi c6 bing
cd am muu ddo chinh, d€ dap tit y db cda De
Gaule van dong trung lap héa Nam Viét Nam.
Con phia ta, phan héa ndi bd djch, cé binh bién
la dat yéu cau. Nhung My thanh cong trong vy
nay, nhit la gat dugec Nhu, ching sé 6n dinh
dugc tinh hinh mau chéng. Vi vay, Trung tim
chi thj cho cau, ching nhing phai “citu” D&
Méu dé gid an toan cho ciau ma cdn phai “ciu”
Nhu dé phd k& hoach cia My. Sau binh bi&n,
Nhu tdn tai, hin sé thing tay trung tri s6 tuéng
td chay théo My phin Diém, ch& d¢ Siai Gon
s€ con ti€p dién vai ba cudc ddo chinh, d6 mdi
la ddn hiém...

Ca hai say mé ban k& hoach thyc hién dén

363



quén cad thdi gian. Qud mudi hai gid ho mdi
chgt nhd d&n &n trua, nhd c¢6 d® &n do Ninh
" Pa mua dim dy tr®@, Thanh Minh tiép tay véi
Vi ty nfu bia com don gidn tai nha.

Chidu, Thanh Minh mdi ra di, anh ty tim
taxi ma khong chju dé Vd ldi xe dua tiln.

*

Mudi tdm gid ngay 10 thdng 11, dai td D8
Mau dién thoai cho Vu, gii 161 thifu tuéng Le
Vian Nghiém mdi téi &n gid cy than sinh cia
ong ta. Nghiém hién la chi huy truéng quan
trudng si quan Tha DPue, gia dinh ¢ biét thy
[iu trong khudn vién nha trudng, khu danh riéng
cho ban chi huy. T4t nhién la Vi tim cd bén
cong tdc dé tu chdi. Mau danh ldy lam tiéc cin
- din Vi bdo cho s quan tryc, c¢é viéc gi can,

litn lac qua dién thoai clia tudng Nghiém trong

. thoi gian 6ng dy tiéc ¢ day. Mau dan thém, cé
thé 6ng ta & lai’ mudn.

Vdi quy udc, coi nhu dai td Mau bdo cho

Vi bigt gid G duge quyét dinh trudc, sé thuyc

hién ding va t ldic nay Vd sé lién lac véi Mau

qua tudng Nghiém tai quin trudng. C4 hai sé
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tap hop luc lugng khung va sinh vién si quan,
nhu Méu da néi vdi Vi, ching hai nghin tay
sung.

Sau khi lién lac vdi dong chi Thanh Minh,
bdo tin quan trong nay, Vd tranh thd tit dén
khéa cda, ldy xe phéng d&n nha Trong. Chj
Trong di hen &n com t8i tai nha. Mét bda com
gia dinh that ngon, nhu chua [An nao ngon hon,
dd mdi tudn chj Treng budoc Vi phii dén &n
chung it nhit mét Iin. Anh dang cdm thdy ph&n
chdn hon bao gi¥, day la thdi diém bude vao
giai doan két thuc nhiém vy véi long ty tin.
Anh khdong con don dfc, sdt bén cé dong chi
chi huy tryc ti€p, roi anh chj Trong, vg chdng
Tran Dinh, Ninh Da, nhdng ngudi ban than
thiét. Hoat dong gita long djch, d6i dau vdi moi
hiém nguy, anh di c6 Pang, c6 quan ching tst,
r6 rang diy la y&u t6 quyét dinh cda thanh
cong, 13 sdc manh cia chién s tinh bdo:

Gan chin gid mdi xong bda, Trong kéo Vi
qua phong khdch udng tra. D6t xong diu thudc,

~ Trong thdp giong:

- Cudi gis day chidu nay bon cf vdn My
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bdo cho tdi hay bubi hoc t6i cGa nhém CIA
khéng c6, ching ban hop hanh gi d6. T6i nghe
lodng thodng hinh nhu ching bdo cho nhau, ¢6
lénh trén cAm khong duge ra khéi nha ban dém.
Bén an ninh quan d¢i c¢6 lénh cdm trai khong?

Vi sy an todn cda ban than, va ca vdi

Trong, Vd suy nghi gidy lat rdi dudt khodt:

- Bén quin doi Viét Nam khong cé lénh
cAm trai. C6 thé la phia My ho cé tin g dé.
Nhung cdn tdc vd0 uu ching ta cing dung di
khuya, phai khong anh?

Trong 1§ ldng gat dau, roi tiép:

- buc cha Thuc bi tai ti€ng trong vu lam
cAy lam gb gi d6, ong Diém ggi y dua ngai ve
Hué, lam téng gidm muc, gidi tdn luén trudng
“Can lao Nhan vi” tai Vinh Long. Ldp cong
chic khdi phai di hoc, qud miung. Cha Dudng
t ngay lén hin trén Da Lat lo md réng trudng
dai hoc rdt it vé. Con cha Cao Vian Luin ra
lam Vién trudng Vién dai hoc Hu&. Chd cé nhén
duge thu gi cha cdc Cha khong?

. - Céc vi chic ban cong viée, quén ca ching
ta. C6 dip anh em minh sé lén tham Cha Dudng.
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Pong Lid diém chin gis, Va dung day dén
ban dé dién thoai, anh quay s6 nha riéng cua
Tuyén:

- Vi day anh, tdi c6 thé dén gip anh duge
khong? Vang, cing can ddy!.. Khodng 20 phut
t6i sé cé mit.

Anh quay lai Trong:

- Toi phai d&n Tuy&n cé chit vigc.

Trong dua Vi ra xe, dén ldc nay anh mdi
chi y dén bd py-gia-ma mau md ga cda anh,
Vi yén tam v& ngudi anh nudi chdc khong di
dau nua.

- Anh cho téi g&i 16i chao chi, vdi vang
quén cd, vd cdm on chj cho téi dn ngon ‘qué.
Chic anh ngd ngon.

Vi phéng xe doc dudng Tran Hung Dao
huéng vé trung tdm thanh phd. Sai Gon vin
ryc ré@ dnh dén, Am nhac dé day va xe cd qua
lai ®n &o0. Dan Sai Gon vAn vd tu, cé thé ngudi
ta dd qud quen vdéi cdnh chét chéc va sung dan
ndm nao, ai nghi d&n, chi miy git téi day, ti€ng
sung roi mdu d8, lai dién ra gita ngudi Viét véi
nhau do y do cia d& qudc. '
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Tén bdo v& md céng cho Vi dua xe vio
thing trong san. Can biét thy trét khieém nhudng,
kin ddo nim sdu & géc dudng Nguyén Dinh
Chléu M gin sdt dudng Trucng Minh Gidng @

¢é tudng vay kién cd.

Tuy&én d4 chd Vi trong phdng nhd, bén
phong khdch, vin phong lam viéc riéng & nha.

- Moi anh ngoi.

T4t nhién Tuyén di dy kién duge tinh hinh
nghiém trong sé xdy ra - Vi nghi - Cé thé
Conein dia thong bdo trudc, nén thdi do vién
trum mit vy rdt binh than.

Nhung cho dén gio phuit uay, Nhu khéng
hé hay bi€t, r6 rang Tuy&n chua cé sy thay déi
nao.

- Ho sé lam binh bi&n dém nay.

- Téi biét.

- Théng thuong, khi c¢6 binh bién x3y ra,
anh sé la myc tiéu trong s nhing muc tiéu ho
cin tdn cdng trudc hét. N&u khong cé sy kién

d6 xdy ra, ngudi ta sé nghi vé anh thé ndo nhi?

(1) Nay la Dwng Tran Qudc Toan
() Nay la Duong L8 Van Sy (thuéc quédn 3 bay gid)
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Tuyén gidt minh, véi vé lo ngai:

- C6 nghia la dai td Mau...

'_ Khong, 6ng ta khéng thé lam vy dugc,
nén cho toi lai trao d8i vdéi anh. Dai td Méu
vdi y t6t quyét bdo v@¢ anh tdi cung.

Tuyén yén tim:

- Bing cdch nao?

- Anh bigt ddy, ho béo v& uy tin cla Téng
théng nhim tudc quyén cda éng C6 vin. Khéng
ai ddm dOng dén sg¢i téc cta d6ng Nhu khi Téng
théng vAn aa quyén trong tay. Tinh hinh 1di
sé 6n dinh, 6ng Nhu va cd téng thdng Diém sé
nghi gi vé thdi d0 cda anh va ca dai td Mau
trong vu nay?

Tuyén xao xuyén:

- Ding!

- Vu nay chi 1am cé gidi han, bugc Tdng
thdng cam két cadi t8 ndi cdc, dua 6ng Nhu di
lam dai st la xong. Phdi vay khéng anh? Téi
va dai t4 Mau thdéa thuan véi nhau nhu thé
nay: Khoidng hon mudi hai gi¢ dém nay, toi va
anh vao gip 6ng Nhu trong dinh. La phu td
cida T8éng gidm ddc an ninh t6i dugc 1¢nh dai
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td Mau phdi dén bdo vdi o0ng Nhu c¢6 hién tugng
binh bién, nhung chua c6 ching cd r6 rang
" Dai td Mau da dich than di tim hidu tinh hinh,
va sé lien hé vdi thisu tudng Nghiém t4p hgp
lye lugng quan trudng Thid DPuc kéo ve trg hyc
cho lién binh phong vé. Phin anh goi y dua
0ng Nhu ra khéi dinh dén vin phong mat cda
S¢ & 88 Bui Thj Xufin, canh d6 c6 dai doi Iye
lugng dic bidt cia dai tdi L& Quang Tung sé
bdo vé. Néu thuc cé bisn doéng, & bén ngoai ong
¢ vin sé dé be xoay S3 hon. T6i tin Ia ong
Nhu sé nghe 16i anh. P&n lic dg 6ng Nhu du
duge bdo cing khéong lam gi kip, trong khi anh,
cd dai td Mau, deu ching t6 duge long trung
thanh cda minh véi ong ¢ vin.

Tuyén gat dau nhanh, gon:

- Hay, éng Nhu va ci téng théng sé khong
dit van dé tai sao dai td Mau va téi khong bj
loan binh t4n céng?

- Qui cé thé.

- Nhung, néu 6ng Nhu bso dong ngay trong
quan doi thi anh tinh sao?

Va cudi tin tudng:
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- Ong Nhu khong c6 quyén ra lénh t:,ho
quan doi. Chi cé khd ning bdo ngay vdi Téng
thdng, ma vdéi Téng théng thi lai 1a nguyén tic,
nim quyén Téng tu lénh quan déi chic chéfx
khong thé ho do, vdi mét ngudn tin chua phdi
kidm. Rbi thdi gian han hep.

- Vang, anh cé ly.

Tuyén ding lén, ra md cda phong sai tén
bdo vé:

- Pha cho hai ly ca pha.

Quay vao gh& ngdi, Tuyén néi véi Vi:

- Trung t4 Conein via ¢ day vé dugc nua
tiéng thi anh d&n. Ong ta cho bist sé khong cé
gl nguy hiém cho gia dinh téng théng Diém.

Vi thich thd, Tuyén da giai ddp gidp anh,
chuing t0 nhdng suy ludn cia anh la dung.

C4 hai ngdi nhdp ca phg, hit thuSc. Ho
trao d6i vdi nhau, thinh thodng mot vai cé’u
khéng con gi quan trong, d& chd thoi gian chuyén
dich.

Pung 12 gi, Tuyén di vdi VG ra xe, an,h
tu ldi, Tuyén ngdi bén canh, ho mic nhién hiélt
ngdm khéng dung xe va tai x& cia Tuyén dé
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gikd tuyét d6i bi mat,

Mudi hai giy 15 phit, xe vao céng dinh,

chay thing dén tda nha Mu cga vin phong Nhu
bén cdnh trdi dinh Dgc Lap. Nam phit sau, ci
hai duge Nhu tiép trong phong khdch. Nhu van
quan do chinh t8, 6ng ta vAn con thue lam vige.

- C6 chi ria anh Tuy&n? Chao anh A% 8
lau rdi mdi gap.

Nhu than mat bit tay hai ngudi. Tuysn
lén ti€ng trude khi ca ba cung ngdi & bd sa
long ngm, lung ghg boc vdi mau hdng, cin phong
duge trang tri mau sic do tay dan ba ua trung
dién.

Tuyé&n tran trong:

- Thua anh, dai tg D§ Mau phdi anh Vi
lai tim t3i nh& dua vao bdo cdo tin quan trong
vdi anh.

- Vang, tbi xin nghe.

Vi tigp loi:

- Thua 6ng cs vin, bén an ninh duge tin
¢6 hién tugng vai dgn vi trong thanh ph6 muésn
lam binh bign.

- Binh bi&n? Pon vi ndo? Khi nao khdi
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syu? ‘
- Thua chua c6 gi cu thé, nén dai t4 Mau
dang cdp tSc ki€m tra lai tinh hinh, sé bdo cdo
dén 6ng c8 vin ngay khi ¢ chung cd.

Tuyén khoéng thé cham tré hon:

- Thua anh, ching ta phai hanh dong ngay,
khéng thé ngdi chy ching cd. Toi d8 nghj anh
nén roi khéi dinh dén vin phong méit ¢ Bui
Thi Xuln, tai dé anh tryc ti€p chi dao anh
Tung cung ching tdi tién hanh ngay vigc didu
tra. C6 binh bién, dinh vin 13 muyc tiéu cda
ching, rdi khéi day t* bén ngoai anh s& d&
dang d6i phd.

Théi do khin truon‘g cia Tuy&n lam cho
Nhu mét binh tinh han ché sy sing suft gin
nhu khong chd dong duge minh, ong ta thodng
nghi va chdp nhan ngay: ‘

- Dung! Tb6i sé di cing cdc anh ra dg.

Ong ta &n hép dién thoai canh chd ngbi:

- C6 thé xay ra 1on x6n, toi di cing Tuyén
dén chd Lé Quang Tung, t6i lién lac vdi anh
bing v& tuyén dién.

Giong cda Diém tir hop mdy phét ra:
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- Lon x0n? Chi rda hi?

- Chua r6 lim, c6 khd ning mdy tén ngu
xufn lam binh bi€n. Téi sé bdo cho anh khi cg

tin chdc chdn. Téi sé ty cho ching tring mit
ra. Anh yén tam.

- Chu c6 can phdi r&i dinh lic nay khong?

- Nén vy, bén ngoai t6i dsi phé hay hon.
Anh than trong hi.

- Duge. Chui cu di, bdo v& t&t nhé.

Nhu 4n ndt khéc:

- Thiéu td Cuong?

- Cé t6i thua 6ng c6 van.

- Anh ldy ba tén cung di vdi t6i ra ngoai
ngay by gid, bing chi€c Mercedes hi.

- Tuan 1énh éng cd van.

Nhu tit mdy:

- Nao chung ta di thoi.

Tuyén va VG theo Nhu ra hanh lang. Ngoai
troi to6i khong tring, vé dém moi vat nhu yén
ngd, chic xe den bat dén pha tir phia ga ra
ém 4i ti€n lai. Vi va Tuyén vao xe minh, né

mdy. Nhu di lén xe, tiéng cia déng nghe ré

374

trong canh im ling. C4 hai xe ndi dudi nhau
vugt cdng ra duong Nguydn Du. Vi li€c nhin
dong hd trén tay, mudi hai gid b6n muoi lim
phit. Anh thd phao nhe nhém. Xe chay vdi téc
do6 cao, chi tdm phit sau di vio dén sin trong
can biét thy lau 88 Bai Thj Xuin. Tung géc
cia, tong gdc cdy, nhing bdng ngudi vd trang
&n hién, mot vj tri dugc bdo vé tuydt mat va
an toan. Vd theo Tuy&n, Nhu vao phong, qua
cau thang lén lAu. Tang trén cé miy phong ldn,
hai nghe phdong nhd phia trong, mdi phdng déu
c6 ta sdt, ban lam viéc. Riéng phong 16n cé bd
sa long ké mot géc. Chi€c ban lam viéc khéd
I6n, ¢é bang dién thoai mau khdc nhau va chiéc
mdy v6 tuyén 'dién thoai hién dai dat sdt bén
tudng. Nhu ngdi xubng ghé xoay phia trong, viy
tay ra hiéu cho Tuyén va Vi:

- Mai ngdi.

Ong ta nhic dién thoai quay s6:

- Téi da dén... Vang! Anh dd bdo dong cho
tiéu doan bdo vé dinh? Dugc théi... Vang, chua
¢ chi... Vang, chua nén, vi chua ¢6 gi ré rang

cd. Vang, anh nghi di.
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Nhu cdt mdy, quay lai phia Tuyén:

- Tng théng chi bdo cho tidu doan trong
dinh canh gdc kg, chua ¢6 gi cu thé nén Téng
thng khong thé bdo dong toan quan duge, lam
rda e ndo loan khéng cé lgi.

Nhu lai nhdc dign thoai quay s0:

- Tung hi? D&n 88 gip t6i, dén ngay.

Nhu dit 6ng dién thoai, quay lai véi Vu:

- Bén dai td Mau duge tin gi ma nghi
ching lam binh bi#n.

Via dinh lya cdch tra loi, nhung mt tiéng
n6 rung chuyén cid cia kinh di trd 13 gidp
anh. Tigp dé la ti€ng sing né ran rat gan, vang
vong tif nhidu diém, Nhu hoing hét, ndi lo ling
16 trén nét mit da nhidu vét nhan, Ong ta nhic
6ng di¢n thoai dinh quay s, ghé sit tai roi
gidn du dit manh xuéng.

- Dién thoai bj cit. A

Tuyén ch®m ngudi qua ban, cam dng dién
thoai thd lai: ’

- Ching cit roi, td tdng dai.

Nhu bat ndt mdy dién thoai vo tuyé&n, dat
sdt 6ng nghe vao tai:
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- Alo, Alo, nghe ré khéng?... Toi Nhu day...
Anh hi?... Ching td4n cong dinh Ddc Lap? Don
vi ndo? Thyc lyc?... Vang tbéi cha.

Nhu quay lai, nhung vin gid 6ng nghe bén
md:

- Téng théng da bit dugc lign lac vdi ching
ta! - Gipng Nhu lai liu riu lip lai - Ching tdn
cong dinh... Vang Nhu diy. Quan du?.. Vang,
ré.... phia thanh Céng hoa lién binh phong vé...
Anh lién lac tryc ti€p vdéi Tran Thién Khiém,
su 7 va Huynh Vian Cao, st 21 goi ho ve Sai
Gon ngay la du gidi quyét ching. Vang, vang,
tam cit.

Nhu cai 6ng nghe, nhung mdy viAn dé
thudng tryc. Sau con hodng hot, mit Nhu da
danh lai, vé lanh ling ddng sg, giong o6ng ta
rit 1én, ké cho Tuyén, Vi nghe tin tidc do chinh
Diém bdo qua dai:

- L@ doan du cia Nguyén Chdnh Thi bao
vAy dinh t6ng théng, bon ching ra lé¢nh tiéu
doan cAn vé ha sing, nhung khéng cé vé tdn
cong quydt liet chi bdn cAm chiung trudec sy
phong vé chic chin cia quin ddi ta trong vdng
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dinh. Mot trung doan da c6 lyc lugng biét dong
Phéi hop, ¢ sing lon yém trg, tdn cong 1@ doan
phong v@ tai thanh Cong Hoa, mui nay ching
ndm wu th& vi ¢ néi tuyén. Trung td chi huy
phé 1@ doan tryc chign bj ndi tuyén gist ngay
khi nd sing. Pai t4 Khoi, Ia doan trudng nghi
phép ving mit, d6 1a tha yéu cia ta.

Lé Quang Tung trong by do quan phuyc lao
vao phong, thdy Vi lien khyng lai. Nhu ngodc
lai gan gigi thigu:

- Dai dy V4, phy td cia D3 Mau an ninh.

Vi gat dau chio. Tung chd dong dua tay
cho Vi bdt rdi ngoi xubng chigc gh& bén canh
Nhu. ‘

- Nghe xong dién, toi lo dén ngay diy, bAt
ngd vita bude ra ngoai thi cau thidu Uy trinh
sdt phdéng xe téi bdo cg lyc lugng du hanh quin
td phia Tran Quéc Toan vao phia dinh téng
thdng c6 v8 khic la. Toi gidt minh lo ngai, chua
biet tinh sao thi wia Idc ching bdn c8i 81 vao
thanh Cong Hoa. T6i trd vio dinh lién lac vdi
anh bing di¢n thoai, nhung chung cit to téng
dai. Toi ra l¢nh cho haj trung doi trinh sdt
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tung nhidgu t8 di ndm tinh hinh, r8i mdéi dén

day dugc.

Virta lic d6 c6 ti€ng gb cita, Tung ra lénh:

- Cho vao.

Mot tén thi€u dy de dit di vao, hdn dgp
chan nghiém chao: .

- Thi€u dy Pha, xin bdo cdo dai t4.

Tung quay lai Nhu:

- Thua anh, cdu nay cé nhiém vu tap trung
tin cdc td trinh sdt bdo v& - Hi&n hit ham ra
hiéu cho tén si quan thudc vién - Anh bdo cdo
di.

- Lyc lugng binh bi€n gdm cé 1@ doan du,
1@ doan biét dong Quin khu thd dé va vai nhém
1é té gom lai. Ching bao vay dinh Pgc Lap chi
¢6 mdt trung doan du, cdnh quian nay bj chin
ding trudc sy khdng cy cia tiéu doan bdo vé
dinh. Mot trung doan du va hai ti€u doan biét
dong tdn cong 1@ doan phong vé Téng théng tai
thanh Cong Hoa. C6 tin, vi c6 ndi chién chiing
giét trung td chi huy phé 1@ doan phong v
trude khi nd sing. Dai td Khdi, chi huy trudng
nghi phép ving mat, ching giy dugc tdm ly
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hoang mang bit ngd, nén di dot nhip mau chéng
chiém duge cin cd, s6 it bj chdt, s6 con lai da
ddu hang hé&t. Mot trung doan du chi€m dai
phdt thanh, buu dién, pha téng dai dién thoai.
Bén tiu doan bigt dong déng tai ring cao su
dudng Nguyén Vin Thoai bit ngy dot nhip sin
bay T4n Son Nhat, uy hiép Bo chi huy khéng
quin cdc noi khdc y&n tinh. Bdo cdo hét.

Nhu nh&ch moéi, khéng phdi dé cudi ma
biu 19 sy cam gidn cao d. Ong ta hat mit héi
vién thifu dy trinh sit:

- Nhing dda nio cdm diu bon ching?

- Bdo cdo 6ng c8 van, c6 tin dai t4 Nguydn
Chénh Thi, I# doan truéng 1@ doan du, trung
td Vuong Van DPéng, phuc vy tai trudng dai hoe
quin sy, chi huy cdc cudc tdn cong.

Nhu cdi dau diang ban tay trdi bép wving
tran dd 1§ r6 nhidu v&t nhan. Tung ra lénh cho
vién thidu dy:

- Chd may v& ngay vi tri, tidp tyc nhin
tin, bdo cho dai dy H6, lénh cho dai doi 3 sin
sang tryc chién.

- Tuin lénh!
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‘Vién si quan tré tufi ra khéi phong.

Nhu ngudc cap mit lgnh ling nhin dai td
Tung, 6ng ta di binh tinh trd lai, giong néi rit
danh:

- Anh c6 nghi ring, chi véi hai 1@ doan,
mot lyc lugng khong déng ké ma bon ching
ddm lam loan thi bon ching phédi dya vao cdi
thé “ddng ké” mdi hanh dong duge. Lyc thi rd
roi, con th& ¢ dau?

Tung im ling. Vi ngdi quan sit Ng6 Dinh
Nhﬁ rat ky, ti khi 6ng ta hoang mang lo ling
trong thoi gian diu, dan dan 6n dinh va rdt
nhanh gi@ dugc thdi do binh thudng. Vin sdu
sic, vAn khd nhay, Nhu thyc 12 nguy hiém, qua
cich nhan dinh tinh th& cta 6ng ta vao hic
ndy. Thiy Lé Quang Tung khong cé y kién,
Nhu cudi gin:

- Cdng d& hiéu théi, khi 1@ doan phéng vé
bj t&n cong, rdt gan d6, ben canh Théo cim
vién, ti€u doan thdy quan luc chién 'dn binh b4t
dong, con tham muu lién quan khong dong tinh
vi sao?

Nhu nhdc 8ng dién thoai va cAm 8ng nghe:

- Alb... vang Nhu day. Bén dé rang rdi
anh?... Dung v4y, anh y2n tam khdng cé gi déng
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ngai. Véi lyc lugng dé ching sé khéng uy hiép
n6i tiéu doan can vé trong dinh... vang...

Nhu ling nghe khd l4u, ban kia téng théng
Diém, véi hé thdng truyen tin da bit lién lac
dugc vdi cdc vung chién thuat, cdc tu lenh su
doan, va By Téng tham muu, cdc ngi vin lam
vige khén truong, Diém dang cho Nhu bist kh4
nhigu tinh hinh din bién.

Sau hon mét giy sing né rs, dén gio chi
con nghe 1& t& vai noi, tinh hinh bdt cing thing.
Nhu vin chim chd nghe dién thoai, d6t nhién
Ong ta cao giong:

- Dat didu kign? C6 nghia 1a t5i hau thu?....
Vang, t6i luon mé mdy, khi nhian duge doi héi
cda ching, anh cho t6i bist.

Nhu gdc 6ng nghe, néi lai véi moi ngudi:

- Cdc ving chign thuat va Hug yén tinh.
Quan d0i di nhan duge lénh cia Téng théng
sdn sang chién d&u. Su 7 & misn Déng va su
21 ¢ Pinh Tudng di nhan lénh lén dudng tién
vé Sai Gon. Téng théng da lien lac duge vdi
B6 tham muu lién quéan, dai t4 Nguyén Khidnh,
tham muu trudng duge dai tusng téng tham muu
trudng phdi dén tigp xdc vdéi bon cim dau loan
binh. Tin dau tiér, hai tén Thi, Dong di ti&p
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. t4 Khdnh ching dua ra mot s6 didu kién,
da} t4 Khanh sé vao dinh trao d6i cdc didu kién
i:;, véi Téng théng. D€ coi ching d(‘)i’ héi diélf
gi day? Téng thdong ra loi kéu goi cdc don vj
quan doi khong nén giét nhau, chi cé lgi cho
cong san. Theo Tong théng, phia ta khong cin
phai kéo nhitu lyc lugng v&, cdc noi c6 trich
nhiém bdo vé an ninh tai chéd. Nhu vay khéng
con gi nguy hiém nda. Nhu vui v8 quay lai phia
Tuyén:—

- Anh Tuyé&n, bdo bon nhdé lam ca phe,
ding vay, lic nay ca phé ddm cin cho ching
ta hon sudng dan.

Long tin di chuyén mau xdm xanh trén
khudn mit khic khd cttia Nhu rang lén phin
nao, Vi cdm thidy c¢6 nét cudi trong dnh mit
trdng duc cda ong ta. Nhu dding 1én ra hiéu
cho ba ngudi qua bd sa-1ong, ho cing nhip ca
phé va thay nhing digu thuéc mdi. Trong phong
tré nén im &ng ky la, khi tdt cd khong trao
d6i véi nhau 18i nao. Ho cing ling nghe 18 té
vai trang suing tiéu lién, thinh thodng tigéng lyu
dan n6, nhung ré rang khéng con vé rém ra
nhu lic dau. Tiéng go cta lam ho cung quay
ddu v& mot phia, tén thi€u dy trinh sdt budc
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vao, tu th€ dung nghidm chio, hai tay cAm cuén

s6 tryc ghi tin bdo v&, doc ldn:

- Thi€u dy Pha xin bdo cdo: Thanh Cong
Hoa quan du did lam chd, chi con dé lai mot
tiéu doan tr4n ddng, ba ti€u doan st dung ting,
thiét gidp va cdc loai sing ldn ti€n ra gi@ cdc
méi dudng vao thanh ph6. Lyc lugng bigt dong
quan kéo dén tang cudng vdi trung doan du vy
dinh D¢c Lap. Trung doan du chiém khu wvyc
dai phdt thanh, buu dién, rit bét hai ti€u doan
phan b3 vao trung tadm thanh ph6 chiém ngin
hang, ngin khé§ quéc gia, rdi t chg B&n Thanh
vio Ch¢g Ldn. Nha cdnh sit D6 thanh bi dich
trdn gid. Riéng tong nha cdnh sit tai dudng V6
Tédnh ddy lai mét dai doi, dich va bdo vé wing
chic khu vyc rong cd bén ngoai trudng Pétrus
Ky. T4t cd cdc quin ty bdo vé tai chd sin sang
chdng lai khi bj t4n cong. Bé téng tham muu
v6 sy. Biét dong quin vAn kifm soit phin sin
bay quan sy tai Tan Son Nhit. Dai td Khdnh
tham muu trudng lién quan di dén tiép xdc vdi
loan quin sau hon hai gio trao déi, vita mdi vao
dinh gip Téng théng. Dai td Khdnh di yéu ciu
dai td Nguydn Chdnh Thi tam th&i nging bin,
chd quyét dinh cta Téng théng. Trung td Vuong
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van Dong cung hop vdi kh6i “Dan chu” cida
bdc si Phan Quang Dén tai vdan phong tdoa bdo
Thdi Luan. Tai diy c6 khoang hai muoi ngudi.
Ho thanh lap H¢i dong Cich mang, ghi &m bai
tuyén b cia Hoi dong, duing sdu gid ho sé cho
phéat thanh... Thua bay gid la nim gid bén lam,
chi con mudi lam phit n®a dai bdt diu hoat

. dong. Bdo cdo hét.

Nhu gat dau, ngodc tay ra hiéu cho vién
thidu dy:

- Cho chi ra.

Dai dién thoai bdo chudng, Nhu gin nhu
lao v& phia ban lam viéc:

- Thua anh, Nhu dy... Vang, vang. Anh
doc ting ditu mot, vang... Xudng hang. Nhu ghi
that nhanh vao cudn s8 dat sin trén ban. Dai
td Tung, Tuyén, roi Vi vAn ngdi tai chd, hoi
hop chd dgi. Thoi gian tréi qua that ning ne.
Khéng con trong tinh trang bt ngd, hodng hét,
bi dong. Nhu té ra tinh tdo, dng ta bdng cudi
gin, roi din giong:

- Em hidu! Thua anh. Theo em, anh manh
dan chdp nhén hét hai didu kign cda ching, chi
¢6 chuyén d6i ndéi dung cho hgp ly thoéi. Thu
nhit, dong y gidi tdn chinh phd duong nhig¢m,

385



thay vi giao cho Hoi dong cdch mang lap néi
cdc mdi thi giao cho dai tuéng Téng tham muu
trudng L& Vin Ty cung cdc tudng ldnh hep ban
chon nguGi c¢é tai ddc lap chinh phd mdi. Anh
hiéu y em chi? Anh gidi thich vdi ching, quin
déi doi thi giao cho quin déi toan quydn chon
lya thanh phan ndi cdc va chju trdch nhiém.
bigu thu hai, du6i em ra khdi chinh quyén, tudc
hét quyén hanh, anh cudi vio mdi ching va git
dau ngay di. Anh gidi thich ring: Ngé Dinh
Nhu khdng gid chic vu gi trong ndi cic chinh
phi dd khéng cé chuc thi lam sao ¢6 quyen,
dieu kién nay anh chdp thuan hay khéng chép
thuan cé gid tri gi nhi? Con budc xuit ngoai....
- Nhu cét tifng cudi vang ca phong, gidy ldt
mdi ti€p - Anh tra 13i ho Ngd Dinh Nhu la dan
bi€u qudc hoi, do dan bau, theo hi&n phdp né&u
khong pham tdi qua tang thi duge hudng quyén
bdt kha xAm pham. Viy thi truc xuidt Nhu ra
khoéi Viét Nam phai thong qua quéc hoi, khi cé
di y8u t6 pham tdi, toa dn sé tudc quydn cdng
dan, rdi didy di nhu thoi thyc dan Phdp, Tdng
théng khong thé lam trdi phdp luat duge.. Anh
dong y chut?... Vang anh chdp thuin cho ho ghi
am phdt lén dai. Nhung anh dung tra 16i ngay...
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Vang, anh hya sdu ti€ng sau mdi utré 1\51, hay
. Em sé cho dai td Tung lo viéc nay, anh

s = an vé, dé ching thiy ta
ngung goi cdc su doan ve, |
thi¢n chi gidl quyét... Vang...

Nhu géc mdy, vui vé trd lai ban sa 16ng:

. Céc anh nghe chdc hiéu rdi chu? Chi c6
hai thing Thi - Dong khéng hon. Téi thi thdy
r6 ding sau bon ching la gi rdi, khi tdt cd cde
lyc lugng binh chan nhu vai ngdi ngé dinh Dfc
Lgp bj t&n cong, Téng théng bi uy hi&p bing
cdc didu kién vd vdn. Nhu vdy tinh hudng khong
con gi dédng ngai. Anh Tung phédi tryc ti€p di
gip Tran Thi¢n Khiém, bdo anh ta dua su 7 vd
gip, du sao thi ching ta cing phdi én dinh
tinh hinh trong thdi gian ngdn nhit. Quay sang
Vi, Nhu tiép - Anh Vi cing 1én Thid Ddc ban
véi tudng Nghiém va dai td MAu, tdp hgp cdc
si quan hoc vién dua vao Sai Gon lo cong tdc
trat ty tha d6. Anh Tuy&n vigt thu theo lénh
clia Téng théng triéu tdp giao cho anh Vu dé
tuéng Nghiém khéng lam 13 viéc cia ta.

Nging lai d6t di€u thuSc, Nhu lai ti€p:

- Cdc anh yén tim thoi, dung lo gi cho
Tdng théng, cho ca tdi cing vdy. Chung ta chi
chi y d&n s6 tén cam dau cic don vi lam binh

387



bi&€n, bon chinh trj dang phdi lang nhing chiyi
bdi trén dai cing ding thém Iy tdi. Anh Tuyén
cung vdi tudng La bén ednh sdt lo ben ching
cho téi.

Nhu dung diy khoanh tay trudec ngye, ca
ba ngudi cung diung lén theo, gipng Nhu tha
thi&t:

- T8ng th8ng ghi céng ba anh c6 mit &
diy va dai td Mau. Riéng tdi, chin thanh bidt
on anh Tuy&n, anh Vd. Nao, biy gi¢ 1a thoi
gian danh cho chung ta, hai anh di dugc rbi.

Nhu bit tay Vi rdi dai td Lé Quang Tung,
hai nguti ra khdi phong.

*

Vi phéng xe khd nhanh sau khi ra khdi
cdu Binh Lgi.

Thanh phs Sai Gon vAn sinh hoat binh
thudng, tiéng sing tam nging tU sdu gidy sing.
Lyc lugng binh bién vin bao vay dinh Téng
théng va trdn gi? cdc vi tri ddnh chifm duge.
bai phdt thanh di phét ban tuyén bd cta Phan
Quang Ddn dai dién Hoi dong cdch mang. Trong
khi d6 vai ba tén linh & bén ngoai vong rao
din.h Doc Lap gio I6n néi chuyén véi linh &
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ta trong rao, chung v6n la ba con. Trong vudn
phia mdm\mg Théng Nhat, bon linh dd c6 s6
0 dQS ngd rdt say, nhém khdc tdn ghu vdi
Zé;; ;::g vay quanh coi ddnh nhatf, ho cu’(‘?i dﬁ?
vui vé. Vua xdc nhin, Nhu qua la siu sdc, va
that 1a nguy hiém d8i vdi ai khong bi€t ong ta
w- bén trong. Hon ai hét, Vi duge lam ching
nhan trudc mot bi€n cf cia ch€ dp thyc dan
mdi cing la hau qua don t&n cobng cia tinh bdo
chién luge Viét Nam ddnh ngay trong ndi tang
cda My - nguy.

Thoidng thdy tu phia trudc ai dé dang ra
dfu ding xe, Vi gidm ga, nhidn ra déng chi
Thanh Minh, anh cho xe lugn sdt bd dudng va
thing gdp. Thanh Minh cudi:

- Minh chd cdu mudi lam phidt rdi, tudng
phéi chd lau, ai ngd tdi sém, hay qud. Nay, chdc
chdn chua #n di€m tam phdi khéng? Minh da
chuidn bi sin sang, phia trong nay, ciu cho xe
vao khoang san trong kia, minh vao trudc nhé.

Vi nhin thdy mdi qudn 4n dic sin 4n hién
sau ring cdy diéu xum x& nhing chum qua chin
vang tusi réi lay déng dnh ndng ban mai ryc
rd. Khéa xe, Vi di xuyén qua hang cay. Thanh
Minh d4 ngdi chy bén chifc ban gb vudng phia
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géc hién ngoai quin “Ddng qué”.

- Sao anh bi&t t6i 1én Tha Duc vio gid
niay ma ddén dudng?

Thanh Minh cudi hg ha, chi gh& d6i dién
cho Vi ngbi xu6ng. Trén ban di sin hai tdch
ca phé bdc khdi.

- Minh sé dai cu chdo luon hot ga. Mot
- dém cing thdng, thic tring phai bdi dudng. Mac
xdc ching vdi, bon minh chéng cin gi phai gdp
gép. Nao ké lai ti mi minh nghe day. Cau lén
Tha DPuc la tdt nhién, sém mudn cing phai d&n.

Vi dua buc thu cda Tuy&n viét theo lénh
Nhu, triéu tdp Nghiém, Miu vé trg lyc, Thanh
Minh cham chd nghe Vi tudng thuat moi dién
bién trong dém qua, via li€c mit doc buc thu,
anh gat gu thich thd. Va vita chdm diudt, Thanh
Minh cham rai: 7

- Hai nha “dao dién” Dierbrow va Colby di
thanh cong trong budi dién. Lic nay ho sé bat
dén xanh cho phép dai td Khiém su doan 7 va
dai ta Cao su doan 21 di bich bd ve Sai Gon
cdu nguy cho Diém. Ho da tric nghiém xong
Iong trung thanh cda s6 tudng td cam dau quan
doi qufc gia nghiéng hdn v& phia My. Di nhién
he khong quén md dudng rdi ha doa bon Thi -
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pong trdn chay dé x6a ddu tay, bido vé& s6 dién

vien nhu Mau, Tuyén, Khdnh... déng tron vai
tro. Chi riéng nhém Phan Quang Ddn, Phan
Khdc Stu, lyc lugng tri thuc than Phdp, CIA
biu Diém cho phép ty do rda nhuyc. R6 rang
cde tudng td cdm dau quan d¢i dugc coi la suc
manh quy8t dinh sy séng cdn cuia ch& df Vigt
Nam Cdng hda khong con la cia riéng gia dinh
ho Ngd, ma di trd thanh cdng cu cla d& qubc
My, dang cic cung tin tuy phuc vy &m muu
cia Ngi Gidc Dai. Phan ching ta, cdu la “cdu
tinh” cda Mau, Tuyén, ké cd Ngé Dinh Nhu, ca
ba sé 1a 14 chdn cda ciu, chi cin tao th& ddnh

[{§

~ tiép nhdng don manh, su hiém hon. Thoi co

sé téi khi Nhu quydt liét trd thd bon phan tric.
Cdc tudng lanh nguy budc phai d6i dau séng
mdi, tinh th& hda hen nhing pha ndy lda, thic
ddy ch& do tay sai thyc dan mdi d&n bén b
vyc thim...
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